Henry J. “Hank” Larwiqg - Military Record Summary

Researched & compiled in January 2009 by Lillian Larwig, wife.

Walter “Walt” Keilt pilot 368" Sqdr, a/c B-17G # 42-37943 “Weary Bones”,

crew: Rene C Fix co-pilot, Shelby L Tanner navigator, Howard L Harmston
bombardier, Henry J “Hank” Larwig engineer/top turret gunner, George J “Shorty”
Allen radio, Phillip Vaught ball turret gunner, William “Bill” Wiersma waist gunner,
James P “Smitty” Smith waist gunner, Raymond D “Mike” Kemp tail gunner

Enlisted: U.S. Army Air Force, September 16, 1942, rank Pvt

Basic Training: Sheppard Field, Wichita Falls, TX, 3 months

Airplane Mechanical School: Amarillo, TX, completed March 7, 1943

B-17 Specialist School: Boeing Plant, Seattle, WA, completed April 23, 1943, rank Cpl

Gunnery School: Kingman, AZ, completed June 21, 1943, rank Sgt

Flight Training: San Angelo & Dalhart, TX, completed September 1, 1943, rank S/Sgt

Crew Formation: B-17 Crew for overseas duty, Grand Island, NE, Oct, 1943, rank T/Sgt

Depart for Overseas Duty: Refuel in Maine, Oct, 1943

Continue Travel for Overseas Duty: Refuel in Iceland, Oct 1943

Arrived in England, October 27, 1943

Combat Assignment: European Theater of Operations (ETO), Station 111, Thurleigh,
England, November 15, 1943 to August 13, 1944

Combat: completed 30th Mission flown May 26, 1944, total 251 hours

Non-combat: 35 Missions flown, total 84 hours

Flying Experience: One year, 3 months

Returned to Continental U.S.: Lowery Field, CO, 1944

Rest & Recuperation: Santa Monica, CA, September 18, 1944

Start as Aircraft Instructor: Chanute Field, Rantoul, IL, September 24, 1944

Married: Lillian Intemann, December 28, 1944

(Lived off base in Urbana, IL, then Champaign, IL while serving at Chanute Field.
Also went to Philadelphia, PA for six weeks of schooling. Lil took the train with
Hank, lived in one room in a two-story house. Ate meals at a cafeteria two blocks
from rooming house. Two other soldiers from Chanute Field also went on the
training mission)

Honorable Discharge: Sheppard Field, September 29, 1945, rank T/Sgt



The following poem was preserved in a journal kept by former prisoner of war, Corman Bean, during his
internment at Stalag Luft 1 in Barth, Germany. The author remains anonymous, but the best we can find
out is that "LIGHTNINGS IN THE SKY" was written in 1943 by a B-17 gunner in North Africa.

LIGHTNINGS IN THE SKY

Oh, Hedy Lamarr is a beautiful gal,
And Madeleine Carroll is, too.
But you'll find if you'll query, a much different theory
Among the men of a bomber crew.
For the loveliest thing of which one could sing
(This side of the Heaveniy Gates)
Is no blonde er brunette of the Hollywood set -
But an escort of P-38s.

Yes, in days that have passed, when the tables were massed
With glasses of Scotch or champagne,
It's quite true that the sight was a thing to delight
Us, intent upon feeling no pain.
But no longer the same, nowadays, in this game,
When we head north from Messina Straits,
Take your sparkling wine - every time just make mine
An escort of P-38s.

Byron, Shelley or Keats ran a dozen dead heats,

Describing the view from the hills,

Of the valleys in May when the winds gently sway

an army of bright daffodils.
Take the daffodils, Byron - the wild flowers, Shelly -

Yours is the myrtle, Friend Keats;

Just reserve me those cuties - American Beauties -

An escort of P-38s.

Sure, we're braver than hell; on the ground all is swell -
In the air it's a different story:
As we sweet out our track through the fighters and flak;
We're willing to split up the glory.
Well, they wouldn't reject us, so Heaven protect us
And, until ¢l this shooting abates,
Give us courage to fight ‘em and - one other item -
An escort of P-38s.
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Air Forres Enhmml Conmmand

AIRPLANE MECHANICS SCHOOL
- Be d bnown that

Corporal Henry J, Larwig 18132073

has aatéagact@rd’y completed the course
as [zmwcri@ed 5# the @rmg Uir Forces and giwen at the
ARMY AIR FORCES TRAINING DETACHMENT
BOEING FLYING FORTRESS SCHOOCL
I testimany whereof and by virtue of vested authority
d do confer upon him this

—DIPLOMA—

Given on this  23rd day of Avril
in the year ag aur Lord one thowsand nine hundred and forty-three,

HOL™0N H. PRIBBLE, !; tain, A’U" Corps,
COMMAND]NG OFFICER
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By Walter H. Kelit, 368th

Who was Boike?

Boike was a dog. He was also the crew mascot for my gang, which flew “Weary
Bones™ 42-37943 (368th G Model, tail letter L).

Boike first made his appearance one Oclober 1943 evening in the BOQ at Grand
Island, NE. He was accompanied by six assorled crew member sergeants, and
a mysterious looking flight bag.

"Lieutenant, this is Boike, our new mascot.”

Five-Pound Wonder

He didn't look like much, being of doubtful lineage. He was all black except
for a small white patch on his chest and white paws. He weighed all of five pounds.
Somewhere in his background was Scotch terrier blood..

“Are we correct in assuming he is flying to the U.K. with us?"” the four officers
questioned.

“Oh yes. He is definitely flying over with us and will be a full fledged member
of the crew.”

“What happens to Boike when we have to go to allitude and have to put on
oxygen masks?"

“No problem, sir. We have all that taken care of,” whereupon the mysterious
flight bag was opened and eager hands produced a standard oxygen mask which
had obviously been modified by an additional strap.

“But, does it fit?"

“Oh, yes. As you now can see it fils securely over his snout." And, indeed it
did, with no apparent leaks.

“Ah, yes, bul what happens if we have to jump out and hit the silk?"

Bolke's Own Parachute

Back to the bag again and out came a small parachute and special "dog™ harness
made by some sympathizing parachute packer. It was very tiny, but fit snugly around
his chest, stomach and front legs. The chute diameter was alleged to be about
six feet. And, so it was agreed that Boike was indeed an official crew member

(Turn to Page 2)



Boike — Combat Dog

(Continued from Page 1)

and was going to war with us.

One afternoon months later, during
a “stand down", into the officers’
quarters came the enlisted crew with
determined looks on their faces.

“"Lieutenant,” someone said, "we
have decided that Boike is not a real
member of our crew as he has not
even flown a single mission. All he
does is eat and get fat.”

“So what?” we asked. "What can
you expect of a mere dog?”

"We have a mission planned for
him," was the answer. “He is going to
make a parachute jump and then he
will be a real crew member."”

"And how is he going to make this
jump?" we asked.

“Very simple, sir. In two days, as
you know, we are scheduled to slow
time a new engine on ‘Weary Bones'.
We, including Boike, will be on board
and you will fly over Thurleigh with
flaps down, as slow as you can fly,
and we will drop Boike out of the talil
gunner's hatch.”

“You have to be kidding,” was our
incredulous answer. “If the chute
doesn't open we will all be murderers
and | could be court martialed for 'dog

T

murder’.

Can't Fall, Says Crew

Out Came Bolke!

After the third pass the fateful deed
was done! Out came Boike. The static
line did its job and down came Boike,
the chute blossoming over his head.
Upon wracking the ship over on ilts
left wing, we could all see Boike rapidly
speeding to the ground with hind feet
dangling, suspended by a chute that
seemed too small.

Down, down he went and after some
thirty seconds Boike hit the ground,
hind feet first. He let out a yip and at
full speed headed for the nearest patch
of trees some thousand feet west. The
jeep was unfortunately on the wrong
side of the field, but someone took note
that Boike ran to the woods and lifted
his leg on the first tree he came to.

In the meantime, up in the air, over
the radio came the question: “Ship
flying over Thurleigh, what are you
doing, throwing a dog out of your
aircraft?”

“Thurleigh, this is ‘Weary Bones'
943, we are just testing a parachute.”

“Roger, 943, Thurleigh tower out.”

Editor's note: Unfortunately, the flying
control log for 5 June 45 makes no mention
of a dog parachuting out of a B-17.




“But sir, we have done everything
to make this a no-fail mission. We have
enlarged the harness, installed a static
line on the chute and tested the whole
thing by dropping it attached to a rock
from the control tower. We can't fail
and Boike will be as safe as it is
possible to be.

"Besides,"” they continued, “we will
have a photographer on the ground
taking pictures. We will take piclures
of him just before he hits the ground.
We'll send the pictures to Stars and
Stripes and we'll all be famous.”

No amount of protesting from us
could deter the crew from going
through with this doubtful event. And
so, on 5 June 1944 at 1000 hours
“Weary Bones” was seen flying at
1,000 feet over Thurleigh with half
flaps at 120 mph. Aboard was the
entire crew, with the exception of the
bombardier, who was on the ground
traveling with a base photographer in
a jeep.

Boike was all harnessed up with his
slatic line atltached and ready to go!

Col. Williams (LTC Robert C.), who
just happened to be in the tower at
the time, grabbed a telephone and
called 368th squadron operations:

“What are you crazy guys doing,
throwing a poor, defenseless dog out
of an airplane?”

“lts o.k., Colonel, that was Boike's
seventeeenth jump!”

"0.K., 3681lh, we were just wonder-
ing what was going on."

And so that was the end of Boike's
famous jump and he was now an
official member of Keilt's crew.

While no photographs were taken
of the descent, Boike was picked up
by the jeep and driven to 368th
headquarters where the accompany-
ing picture of him was taken before
his parachute was removed.

Boike continued to live near the
mess hall and reached a weight of
thirty pounds. As far as anyone of the
crew knows, Boike remained at Thur-
leigh long after my crew wenl home.



Monday April 3, 1944
Dear Mr and Mrs Fix,

I suppose that by the time this letter reaches you, you will have received a
notification from the War Dept that Rene is missing action. 1 don’t know just how much
they told you about how and why he was missing, that’s why [ am writing now. I know
how you feel about the event but after you hear the details you’ll feel a lot better about it
I believe.

Rene flew some 17 missions with me and he was such a good pilot he was finally
~ checked out and made 1% pilot. He made his first one as pilot on the 26™ of March and
made out OK. The next day we went out again. 1 was leading the second element of the
high squadron and Rene was flying left wing of the lead element just under and ahead of
me some 50 feet. I couldn’t see him as he was too low but my bombardier could see OK.
We were going to an airfield at La Rochelle France about 60 miles north of Bordeaux and
on the coast. The colonel leading us gave us a very stiff climb which was hard on the
engines. We had to pull a high manifold pressure which resulted in overheated engines.
We all had trouble keeping up. We flew south, passing directly over land straight on
course to the target. When we were climbing we noticed that puffs of black smoke
caused by detonation were coming from Rene’s ship from two engines. We finally
passed over the Brest peninsula and came to the Bay of Biscay. It was at this time that
Rene’s ship began to straggle. After a while my tail gunner reported him some 5 miles
behind but we didn’t worry about him as there were no enemy fighters around. We
figured he would catch us on the way home. We went out to bomb the target and
returned to England. Rene never did show up but one other boy that had two engines fail
said he last saw him heading south and losing altitude slowly, trying to feather an engine.
That’s the last we know of what happened. However, here is what probably happened to
him. He had trouble in the climb with his engines and when he started to straggle he at
that time lost an engine. He was still over land so couldn’t drop the bombs to lighten the
load so flew on for another 10 miles to water. To our way of thinking he probable flew
south as far as possible and bailed out over southern France. Also, he was at 23,000 feet,
there was a tail wind & it was only 180 miles to Spain. With only one engine he would
be able to stretch the glide out 100 miles at least.

Now there is a wonderful chance that he will escape and be coming back within a
month or less. Of all the raids we’ve done so far this one would be the best as far as
escaping is concerned. We all regret his loss but feel that he is safe and on the way out
now.

The $40 is money owed him by two of my crew men. If there is anything you
would like to know further write me and I’1l tell all I know.

Sincerely yours
Walter H Keilt
1MLt A.C.
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1.  LARWIG, HENRY J.
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HEADQUARTERS 306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) (A-29)
- Qffice of the Commending Officer
i United Steates Forces

APO' 5579
27 May, 1944.

SUBJECT ¢ Recommeﬁdation for Re-assigmnment of HENRY J, LARWIG, Technical
Sergeant, 18132073,

T0 s+ Whom It May Concern.

l. Subject Enlisted Men has completed251:35 hours of Combat Flying
as an Aerial Engineer. He has completed a total of thirty (30) combat
missions, during the course of which he destroyed no Enemy Aircraft and
has been decorsted or is eligible for the following decorations;

Air Medal ‘ Five Missions
Oak Leaf Cluster _ Ton Missions
Oak Leaf Cluster Fifteen Missions
Oak Lesaf Cluster * Twenty Missions
Distinguished Flying Cross Thirty Missions

2 Subject Enllsted Man's performance of duty is rated by his
Commending Officer as Excellent.

Se Assignment of subject Enlisted Man:; Inmaterisl,

s

% L. ROBINSON,
Coldnel, Air Corps,

Commending.
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gt ROBERT G. RUCKWELL - Cooalegéos7 o oM B
5. OSCAR ¥. COOPER JR. 38296459 - Radio Operator
‘WARTIN {(MMI) GOLDBERG 13143658 b
CTHOMAS R. HILL — 36209877 R
. GEORGE G. ROBERTS = 33249949
st DOKINIC k. BLOISE = 5%3'7974
L JOHN ¥. GA.L,ABZ"‘D o asITILES
t CARL &. PULCIFER - - - .~ 3.L,284,?,4
gt JOSEPH M. PUSKAR - S LE155784
5 FRANK R. SCARPACE - - C 32478808
OWEN A, SHAFER - S 357923
L LOUIS P, THOEAS - LU II085729
S RICHARD K. TULLY - S 17155903
gt DONALD F. URBAN S 11098119

5tk Bomb Gp (:I)

'732381‘.‘,230 : era.al Englneer"
1217t - o ke
18132073 00 !
0919817
S 32491502
H (WD) ALVAREZ - 39097007
5. J. ALLET : 36202112
' F. CARTER ' 35498103
. ROBERT M. COLE : 15377325
EDGEIZTCI\J D. BIONG 12079236
t SAUL 1. KUPFERMAN S 11091535 -
, JERRY (NMI) MISTERMAN - 13029634 -
"ROY N. *\smm e i . 37L61E30
JOHN H. *WR TR 160702
WAYNE :.‘Eﬁu’%”‘ LT C 19203041 Lerial Gunner
s..,IL* 2780 BESTAIN - . 32737535 "
ALLACE L. B z\;rmmm o dzumes '




S/Sgt CHARLES E. BRADLEY . 0 13126928 nerwgl Gunner
©5/Sgt BAEIT H. BRUICTTE S o Agzs8sa96 o1 ,

- 8/8gt DANIEL J. GALVIN © 3128650l :

 S/Sgt HARLETH M. HAVIN o LLO6KL0ES

'3/8gt CHARLES L. HUM JR. 15171123

- §/Sgt MICHAEL J. SAJ ;égceggé
5/Sgt JAMES P. SMITH : S 31171239,

S/Sgt FRE TRICK R. SH 4DEL 13093816

gt JOSEPH R. LPIG[?I 397468¢O‘

N
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\T o T
t EDWARD R.
YT, )
» GECRGE

:J
,”E:NO} V.
£ ALBERT (MNuI) &LCthLLo
CHARLES T. SLLPPY
OAKLAND D. WHILAN
CLARENCE R. STALT
t ZANE G, BIAL - Aerial uunpef
gt RAYMOND A. YERAK' 1537750k LIRS,
ROBERT N. IRWIN 538413362
GEORGE B. RICHARDSON 35027983
. JOHN J. RICHMCND JR. 13070284}
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423rd Bomb Sg (H) -- Q@@ 1. Rosb Gp \q) : \
STANLEY J. La GORY 35679006 A°T+8l Fngineer M
HCOWARD ¥W. LINGLE 35436657 LIRTRRS TE e
WILLIL H. MORGAN 3321308, '

. STANLEY H. ZYCH 32075314, : T
10OSBY L. HODGES JR. 33532699 Radic Operator
EPIFLANTO P. CLNPOS - 39847440 herial Gunner
EDWIN D. CREAMER JR. 15323495 SR
MIKE C. CRCT 36221565

THOMAS V7. FOJLER - 34L5L7585
OLIVER J. NASBY , 171F56L7
KENNETH G. NORRIS . A285

By order of Colonel ROBINS

C TICkiL:

C G Duy jr

C. G.-DUY,
- Major, alr

“Adjutant.
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:. MORRI,
Lir Corps,
hust,rersﬁO;flcer.
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August 18- 1944,

| SUBJECT: Ietter of reccomendation, o

T0: Whom i‘b may conecern.

For some twelve months T/Sgt Henry Larwig has been lst engineer

on my B-17 crew, . During that time he hes been an ideal engineer gumner

and has saved the day for us more times than I care te remember,
He has always carried out instructions perfectly and cheerfully.

For my momey he was the best engineer in the Eighth Air Force,

Being excellent officer material and having alwaye wanted to be




. HEADQUARTERS
. AAF REDISTRIBUTION STATION NO. 3
Sante Monica, California o

> ’
5 September 1944

la
el

BIZEICAZTE
TECHNICIAN BADGES AND QUALIFICATION BARS

e

"T177 T her eby certify that the following mamed enlisted man,

LARWIG HENRY g ~ 18132073  _ T/sgt
(Last) ‘ (First) ~ (Middle) ASN Grade

is atithorized to wear badge and qualification bar for the type of
AAF techniclan specialty listed below, as prescribed by Change 10,
AR 600-35," -

Link Trainer Instr,.
Parachute Rigger
Photographer

Photo Lab. Tech.
T'ret & Sight SP

(1) AP Armorer

(2) AP Electrical SP

(3) - AP Hydraulic SP

{4) AP Instrument SP
LAS) AP Mechanic '

(VN Z N U

(\AAAA(\I\.AA(‘\’AA
0 DD D) DO 0O bt s ot ot e ot
ML Mt Bt et e Sl ol Nt Yo S s ot

(6) AP Machinist Radio V-1 Mech.

(7) AP Metal Worker 9) Radio V-1 Obs,.

(8) AP Power Plant SP 0 Radio Mechanic

(9) AP Propeller SP 1) Radio Operator

(10) AP Welder 2) Teletype Mech

(11) A.C.S. Radio SP . 3) WX Forecaster
{12)~~80mb&igh%mM%ehvw-~wm~» 4 WHX—Obeserver T
Initials:

[} gl%’g .
Eni.‘;lassificationvSpec.

s G2

FRANCIS A. DEROUIN-.
Capt., Air Corps

Classification Officer

" AAFRS3#3 Form No. 598




HEADQUARTERS
AAF ‘REDISTRIBUTION STATION NO, 3

_Sante Moniea s _ Calif

18 Sep 1944

-———-.u,-—p—-.——-——--—-

SPECTIALIST PATCHES

CAbL. No‘ 2

L F'RANCIS A #DEROUTY
- Cagg; Air Corps -
Clagsificatlion Officer

AFRC Form. 92 (16 lay 44y

~

R
\,1, I hereby certmfy that the followlng named enlisted man,
WIG HE i Eé?gﬁ
"Tfast);é (First?”’ T (MiddIeY “Grade
is authorlzed to wear sleeve patch 1n51gnia for the tvpe of
AAF Enlisted Technical Specialist indicated below, as pre=-
scribed by Paragraphs 514 and 603, AAF Manual 35-l,
( ) Armanent '
) Commumnications ) ’
| (¢ Engineering
T () Photography
- () Weather




a

10.
1.

. EM DATA: AGCT__II_119....: Years EbucaTion 12 ;(S%?‘}/é%s ScHooLs ATTENDED
. OVERSEAS EXPERIENCE:

T"')"STOP‘PRocEssxnc . - ‘ ‘ 18 September 1944

..............................

' “HEADQUARTERS 7
AAF REDISTRIBUTION STATION NO. 3 ‘
85-G SANTA MONICA.»CAL!FORN{A ’ -
- SECTION 1
ASS |GNMENT RECOMMENDATIONS '
. NAME _LARWIG, Henry John : Race_White :MarivaL Status__Single |
(LasT) (FirsT) (MiooLe) ‘ . ' =
2. ASN__18132073  Grave I/Sgt AorSA.C: ... Ace 22 ..
3. PHYSICALLY QUALIFIED FOR: . .
a: (%)ComsaT FLYING SeeciFy: p. (X )GeneraL Mivitary Dury
- 8. ( )Non-ComBaT FLYING SpecIFY: N g. ( )Service LiMiTaTioNs
c. ( )Grouno Dury Onpy iF DiseuaLiFiep For Fryine: F. ( )No Dury
4. SURGEON'S RECOVMENDED DISPOSITION: o .
A. (X )Duty c. ( )Conv. CENTER - g. ( )GeneraL Hosp. >
8 ( )Sick Leave____° ‘DAYS D. ( )Rest Camp_____DAYs t
L G 16 £ 713 S
5. SURGEON'S REMARKS & LIMITATIONS:
008 ;
¥ Qualified Applicant for Aviation Cadet
. Profile Serial Number 211111X
6. CLASSIFICATION & ASSIGNMENT RECOMMENDATIONS: Avn Cadet
A. R48(03)(6)-8REILY.B=17 -AP. Mech Gnr........ o et Yes .. ...
B. . 1 Te3 ¢ L. NS
(SSN) (SurF1x) (TitLe) (lNSTRUCTOR)
c. ( 'X)DESIRES AviaTioN Caper TRaiNing .- ( xQuaLiFiep A/C Test 112 16/9/44 AC14L
Score Date Forwm
7. FLYING DATA:

RATING_AP Mech Gnr......... No. oF ComeaT Missions_30_ . No. oF ComsaT Hours 335 .
FLyiNe TIME By EacH ComBaT TYPE AIRPLANE B_-l? 1100, e
TotaL Fuyine TiMe 1100 . .. FLrine ExpEriENCE: 1 YRS., .. 3 MonTHS

.................

A. ETO England

- S S A S

C o o e e e i
AREA OR THEATRE SpeciFic Duty anp SurFix From To

D. THEATRE COMMANDERS Recommenoeo Dury . none

GEQGRAPHICAL . AREA -IN WHICH-RETURNEE PREFERS~T(: BE ~ASSIGNED Middle: ‘*?est
OTHER PERTINENT FACTORS: Rotation

EM auth“Eng bac"tge end AP mech badge

| s BN L 7 LA ;
5&;{ mm\ ,ngiggg,w‘im ﬂ{/{( |

NNETT, Lt Sol, MC. FRANGIS. A DERQUIN. CAPT.AC. . KL.RASMUSSEN. CAPT AC
"~ STATION SURGEON , CuassiricaTioN OFFiCER AssiIGNMENT OFFICER

AFPDC. FORM 50 (Revised 10 April 1944) - i A  SBASC-7-17-44-20M. 7
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'SPECIAL ORDERS) e FEADQUARTERS SHEPPaRn‘”‘”

B : ‘Wichita TFalls,
: WUMBER ‘ 299 ) 3

ExrEacs

12, MAJ NILLIAW C DAY 0297285 AC uec A 5706th AAF BU (BTC) is placed on DS
-~ and WP 30 Oct 1944 (Departure date) to ALFIC Ft Worth Tex purpose attending i
- conference to be held thereat commencing: 31 Oct 1944 and lagting thru 3 Nov 1944
 and upon completion of this temp dy will return to Sheppsrd F1d Tex. TDN. 501-30j
"uP 432*02 212/50425.4 Auth: TWX 4B~ 10535 Hq LAFWTITC Denver Colo 23 Oct 1944.‘ -
T 13. HaVlng boen trfd thls Hq 3706th ALF BU (BTC) per par 11 SO 205 Hq‘Walker_
~AAFld'Walker Kans 20 Oct 1944 the folloW1ng Offs 4C are atchd to Sec & for:the
- purpose of taking examinations to. detemmlne fltness for Pilot Tng. Offs have
s not rptd thls sta and will be carried as absent until arr1Val. Effective date
o of change on M/R lO Nov 1944. : : : S

ACuPT HAROLB M COOPER ' 0755083 lST LT ROBERT B WILEY R k 0738681 ey

1& Lv of absenca is granted follQW1ng Off's 5706th AAF BU (BTC) as - 1ndlcated=
Rt , : Travel. " Date of Lv. expires ‘ - :
Days Lv Time  Departure -2359 - Addrcss on Lv
. CAPT FREDERICK A TURNER 2 none, . 28 Oct 44 30 Oct 44 1213 Morris
.0518668°DC Sec B~ o o e e Houston, Tex
. CAPT FLOYD W DTGFISON 2 none 28 Ot 44 .30 Oct™44 1213 Morris -
0487638 DC Sec B N T I ?Houston, Tox =
2ND LT FLORENCE A MCCOWNELL ‘ ' LT S e it
N 821 ANC Sec B -8 3 days 1 Nov 44 12 Nov 44 .Decatur, Indlanai'

Lt he follOW1ng EM ACU are reld from atehd Secs 1ndlcated 3706th ﬁMF BU:. -
~ (BICT™RAA}WP 28 Oct 1944 (Departure date) to 3502nd AAF BU (TS) Chanute Fld T11
»Vrptlng upon arrival to the CO thereat for angt to 1st avail Cl in Courses in='=
- ~dicated, Effective date of change on M/R is 31 Oct 1944. All EM are. physieally

quallfled for overscas dy.~ : : ' R e

S Ty For Teletype Opr Course
“Basic=-=521. : :
- pvt Jack Fogelman ' 33815108 . '
;3 (Auth TWX lSE 10086 Hq :FWTTC Donver Colo 24 Oot 1944)

' For one of the Adv Specl Courses
Ap- &wEng Mech Hv Bomb B—17~~74703 R
*T Sgt henry J’LarW1g {: o 18132075 (FromJQV?T59a§2

np & Emg,MBch Tralner AT 6-—74755 : ' ‘ TR e
CpliVictor A Hilgrem . . - 16Q15708 (hvn Cadet Ellmlnoe);J‘lﬁ’““‘
(Auth TrX 13E-10080 Hgq LAFWTTC Dcnvor Cold 24 Oct 1944) S g
*Aptd,group leader oft EM for lengtb of trip.

: Page L
u_*(OVQr);&_iy_




,-15191005 :
S 421800@5« ,umuel S»Homan ,
i 15407464_ Orv1lle J Rydor
0 See O
15159216

ecessary S In accordane Wl"

 ary moal ticksts for six (6) EM. TDN.

: ,13E-10086 Hq AAFWTTC Dcnver Colo 24 oot 1944.‘9:'“*"”

: 17.; Thp folloW1ng 258 (621) ACU are rold from atchd Secs 1ndlcated 5706, :
. BU (BTC) and WP 28 Oct 1944 (Depurture date) to 3704th AAF BU (TS & TC} KCGS‘
- Fld Miss: rptlng upon arrival to the' CO thereat for asgmt, to 1st avail 14

~,& EngiMboh Course.— Effectlve date. of chmnge_on K/Q is 50 Oct 1944. e

o (a) ";r : - Phy81cally quallfled\fk‘  T4
‘lﬂPvt Frederlck 3 Mlttendorff o B3BBY6LL
CPVL Albert J Rcsenga Jrooooos o 19142907

~ Pvt Paul R Potorson o e 19234276
Pyt Herbert R Werth : . 42178060 -

' fh,pvt‘WilliamgF{Rhodes Sro 38618297
\ & G o ; 3&925599 e

Quallflcd for combat crcw tng '

i_f;gpvt-Prank‘3wan E “‘ji}"f , 18057730..1
o int‘Waltur J Rad21uk1cW1cz 42180438

16187217 ~tf&;,

ary me 1~fickcts for~ton;(10)xﬂm

sy 10086, Hq “AFWTTC Donver Golo 24 Oct iéf,,%f°‘7

‘O?FiczﬂLf'inj:fﬁ:‘7;"




= Okla‘ﬁ/man in Pans L

DISGUISED as a French peasant,
S/8gt. Bugene Kiefer, 812 NW. 43,
stood in the streets of Paris watchlng
the American troops move in with a
swelling pride that erupted in rousing
Yankee cheers.

‘One marching doughboy eyed Kierer
and flung back: “For a Frenchman,
you speak pretty good English.”

{ Such a reunion with his buddies was
no letdown to Kiefer, He knew his
masquerade as a Frenchman was good
by then for he had been fooling the
Nazis for nearly three monfhs, It was
alright that his own counfrymen did
not recognize him. The important fact
was that he was soon to be one of
them again. He was liberated. He went
| on cheering until the last Yank passed
him by. :
. That was in late August. Now he is
home, visiting his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Ernest Kiefer, and telling them
all about his accidental pre-invasion
visit fo France and his" lucky escape
from Nazi capture. ;

It all started on June 2 when his
B-24, based with the Eighth AAF,
England, flew out over France for a
softening-up blow. His plane was shot
down near Paris, Bbut he escaped in-
jury and made it safely to a private
forest where he hid out from the Ger-
mans for three days and nights. In
this private forest, a forest he believes
to be owned by the wealthy Rothschild
banking family, he slept in trees, did
without food and had water only once
before he left its shelter for a nearby

house.
{  “I took a chance on a house near

right place,”” he said, explaining that
contact was made immediately with
the Free French—the underground—
and that he was soon whisked away
to Paris by frain. In Paris, he kept
on fthe move, staying at different
places, masqueraded as a peasant
Frenchman, a role he played success-

the forest and it happened to be the

To Welcome Other Amenccm

Sgt. Eugene Kiefer

fully in German-held Paris for more
than eight weeks.

It was Kiefer's third raid that land-
ed him in Paris well in advance of the
invading troops. He had been in Eng-
land for six months as a top turret
gunner, but had been over Germany
only once and France one other t.:.me |

The sergeant, in service two years, !
js a Classen graduate and forme="
University of Oklahoma student. He
will report to Mia on Monday for
reassignment. - o




|
|

Allies Improve
|talian Positions

ROME, Nov. 5. —{IP)--Acmwty on
the Ifalian battle front was confined
mainly to patrol operations, allied
headquarters said Sunday, although
both American fifth army and British
Eighth army troops made minor im-
provements in their positions.

The weather over the entire front
cleared somewhat after several weeks
of heavy rains, but mud and fleoded
streams still hampered operations.

Negro troops of the American Fifth
army in the central =ector moved up

| { on a 1,000-foot hill where the Ger-
k| mans are using a church as a strong- |

point. The hill is just east of Mount
Belmonte which was captured last

s Noted as a humorist
SPEUkeT and philosopher,
James E. Gheen, New York City,
will speak at 7 p. m. Tuesday be-
fore members of the Gibbons Dinner
club in-the Silver Glade room of
the Skirvin Tower hotel.

Mexico Poll Favors Dewey

MEXICO CITY, Mex., Nov. 5—
(Special.)—Local Americans debarred
from voting in Tueesday's election
cast a straw vote at the American
club here last week. Results disclosed
115 for Thomas E. Dewey and 57 for
President Roosevelt.

week by American tmcaps after a bit-
| ter struggle.

lﬁmi Sellors ®

FICTION
Forever Amber
Strange Fruoit
Razor’'s Edge Maugham
History of Rome
Hanks Pennell
Green Dolphin Street
Goudge
NON-FICTION
Time for Decision - Welles
1 Never ‘Left Home - Hope
Yankee from Olympus
Bowen
People on Our Side Snow
Basic History of the U.S.
Beard

BOOK STORE

19 West Main Okla. City 2, Okla.
BOOKS OF ALL PUBLISHERS
3-7429
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Healjrl'\y,
Ha]:a]sy New Yeal/

LT. WALTER H. KEILT
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T . WAR DEPARTMENT
APPLICATION NUMbor | APPLICATION FOR DEPENDENCY BENEFITS 3

X- (Servxcemen s Dependents Allowance Act of 1942)

! Date . Jamuary Sth -, 104
L (a) Soldier ... Fapefg — Hemew — _ Tohn. . 18132073 T msﬁm ....................... .
88t name. (FirSE Oa (’\rh he) {Army serial number) {Present Ariny grade TIvate, corporal, sergeant, ete.))
--Segtion H, -3502nd AMT Bese Gnlit -‘{zs;, Chaoite
(Soldier's rmy mailing addrgl)
2438 Bl f4E0 Streeh Oklahome City - m"@;@; ““““““““

1 hereby apply for the family allowances authorized by law for the following-named relatives and/or dependents who are related
to me in the manner stated in paragraphs II and III below.

b) Tms Space Must ALSO BE FiLLep 1N WHEN APPLICA'HOI;I 1s Mape BY A PErsoN OTHER THAN THE SOLDIER.

(Apphcant s name) I, .

[ (Last pame) (First name} (Middlesname) dur relation to soldier or dependent)

(Address) -...... S SO . N, N ofeby apply for the family
(Number and street or R. F. D.) (City, town; or post office) (Siat - - - o
-allowances authorized by law for the following-named relatives and/or depe ts of the

ldier whose name appears in
paragraph I above, to whom this application pertains,

AN

: cLass A % :
II. List: Wife (W), ehild (C), former wife divorced to whom alimony i is still pa e (W. Dfv.). (If there are none in class A, write

“None” i in the name column.)
e

Name . . S - \V‘“’“‘“/ Daté of birth of
. | minors

Relationship

(Last)’ _ (Firsp " (Middle) © Numberand NR.N& C"l‘):;;c";‘f‘g‘cé or State - Mo. | Day | Year

Date and place of marriage to present wife .....
Date and place of marriage to divorced wife _._.__.__..._..>
. Amount of monthly alimony or support pd )
child living separate and apart, $..

Date alimony or support pavment

g&ather gramn

e alf ‘brother, half sister; 1l
dren- who are dep Apon the soldier for a substantial portion of their support. (If there are none in Class B, write
“None” in the name¢o mn.)

-~ V § Date of birth of 1s family
< Jany Address minors Degree allowance
. : of de- Y
Relat hip - desired®
- pendency (Indicat
(Last) It (Middle) Numbe}{ a;dsueet or City, town, or State Mo. | Day | Year |(vercent) ndicate

ta

IIL. List below the father/p stepfather; stepmother, either of hushand or wife, person in loco

post, office yes or no)
6.
7.
8.
9.
IV. Enter on the lines below the full name and address of the person of persons to whom the check or cheeks is or até to be made
payable.
Make checks payable to—
Payments covering line Addl:es.s
numbers in paragraphs - Name [ . >
- 1I and INI above . . Numbcr and street or. R F D Clty. town or po%t oﬁice ’

W.D., A, G: O. Forim NoO. 625 ' ’ . —20383
’ October 21, 1942, 16 -2

stepbrother, stepsister, ‘adopted brother, adopted - sxster grandchils——



Members of immediate family now serving-in the military or naval service

V The following-named members of (my) (the soldier’s) immediate family are now serving as soldiers, sailors, marines, or coast
~ guardsmen (not officers) in the military or naval serviee.

Name . Home address — Serving in—

(Specify: Ay, Navy. | Relstionship | Ase
D
(Last) (First) (Middle) NumberRanFq sgeet or City; town, or post office- | - State- gdj;:r(;e)Corps. or Coast A

VI I hereby swear or affirm that all the foregoing statements are correct and that every member of Class B for whom I claim the
family allowance is dependent, to the degree indicated, upon the soldier whose name appears in paragraph I above, for support.

gnature) 0/

3

(Seal is requif <%«rhen
sworn to befofe civilian)

&ﬁﬁﬁr&’ﬁwwﬁmy,a&m&& (/\’

. SEN g Vo
% U. $. GOVERNMERT PRINTING OFFICE : 1942 16-—29383-2
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 W.F.ROGERS - L. D ROGERS- .

ROGERS i ROGERS

A PARTNERSHIP =

Doing Business as . .

| * ,

Rogers Motor Eat. Co- | ROGERS TRAILER RANCH
W"°‘“°';"”‘° Parts On U. S. Route 45 at Chnaute Field

Rogers Chevrolet Co. Phone 393 RANTOUL. ILLINOIS

Rantoul, Illinois
Sales and Service

M

arch

Rogers Trailer Ranch 1 s 1945
Rantoul, Illinois

Trailer Park and Trailer Sales

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
This is to certify that Sgt. and Mrs. Henry Larwig

are living in our cottage number 192, and have their
rent paid until March 24, 1945.

|
3 ‘ Rogers Trailer Ranch

"
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HSADQUARTE RS CHANUTE F:MLD
- Chanute Field, Illinois
Section 3B

 SUBJEC?: Dern1s31on to Patlop Separately and Live off the llilitary Reser—
' ‘ vatlon. b
0 t Commanding OfFicer, Section.B, 35024 A+F Base Unit, Chanute Field, =
& 3 1% ok ST

L.  Request that I be sranted permission to raulon separa uelv fron
ny orcanigzation and live off the military reservation. :

a2

2. My reason for this request is that I am lezally married and
wish to reside with my wife. o

3. In the event this request is aﬁDTOVEG, my w1*e and I will reside

201~ iarwigg Henry {. (351% lst Ind, ' ‘ }‘} 0
Section B, 35024 AA¥ Ba nit ield, +1llao*s. S Ya gﬁ 19A

TO:  Goumanding Officer, T8, AFTIC, Chanute Field, &lé;n01s,

L Apnroved. Soldier is permanently assigned to this orga 1lZ@thﬂ‘

Be: Solaiev is legally married ané hag a bone zlde dnnenaent.

‘ 3, I C3RIIFY that all st?tenents in basic communication have been
personally investigated by the und@rsi~ ed and. fornd to be true end correct.;

R, J. HIGGINS
Hajor, 4, €.
Commanding




Suﬁject: ?érml?s sn to Ra+1on Sénarately ana lee Off tbe Mn]lfarn Resnrv

2@*&&%&&;* z&m e {ﬁ%ﬁ} G 2nd Ind. . A B/Z/c :
Ho. Chanute Field, Chanute Field, Il’imow P 2 g$?ﬁﬁ ;gﬁg* o -

TO ¢ Cr‘manulrpbOff cer, quadr B . unanu*e ¢40¢d Illinois.

1., Permissicn to,ration separately rarted paT: paragraph 3? Spec151 '
Orders g@, this Hq;;i? @ﬁy@% 1846, :

2. Termission_to rewlde of f the military reservation is approved
elfpctlve, vﬁf‘ﬁ.g{ ég&ﬁ‘ , ' ’ . P o

BY "RIWR OF COLC”“ I‘"”T s

| FLORENCE ¥, OLEDN,.
izt ideub., 88,
kﬁUM,.,xdguiant.’»




CERT IFICATE OF TRAINING

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT

ADMINI ‘ TOR SER\’ICE M.AN AGER

ECLIPSE-PIONEER DIVISION OF BENDIX AVIATION CORPORATION

N ] i ? i ; i T o "
\, ) 8 7 ¢ 3 SR . g PR X2 IV 2 BUBRIN e LT : £
\ BAWRIGHT BANK NOTE COLPHILA. / w4



e AAF PERSONAL AFFAIRS STATEMENT

(See ‘*Instructions)

B . Benry.-John- . . RANK 7 /8t ASN . 28332093
NAM Eﬁz‘?ﬁisﬁm darwig (Middle) (Last) FSgt 8332092 ,

Date entered active duty (this tour) --L-;é-.sgﬁg.‘gg-.g- years’ service completed on -H;glyh.&g.-----; date of birth -.&-.Eab*_-ﬁz-

(Cxty) (State)

Permanent address ... .........__.3428 _w_ ;}g .--.gg:g;g.-g:g.‘ ....... Oklahome - City Okla

The status of my personal affairs reviewed with the assistance of the Personal Affairs ‘Officer at

3502 AAF BASE mcm&m .?I%‘{WILL;

on ... .Ju;y__ﬁf'j,-_ii:ﬁ._-_-_, ................... is indicated below. B
Note.—Boxes checked & indicate items accomplished or dlsposed of as of last date shown on this form. S ’
Boxes not checked [ indicate items that may requive further attention.
e 1, GOVERNMENT LIFE INSURANCE. '

~ . USGLI
' E] (a) I have (now in force or applied. ; ‘_g}ggn : SR S———— |} 01 P
i v L T i k ERRns : D g - F i :
on the B yr.. lpt plan, effective ..ol il . ﬁﬁy‘kxﬁﬁz o N ;
: $ o o H
D (b)) Wxth the addltmnal dxsab:hty benefit on §.. . ‘ . H
g (¢) And am paymg a total premxum of §.__. 6450 : Mo/Qbp£SdiAnn, payable by dizgctxsemibtiance/allotment,
effective Sﬁﬁfw 42
E] (d) The beneficiaries designated on my Government Life Insurance are:
Principal ... rwig ' ' ' 10,000
P Lillian- x&riﬁ. LF wi‘fﬁtela!;ionship) ' {Portion}
Contingent ......_.. 74.1.1 . : £ T 10, Qﬁg
& ¥illism %ﬁ%ﬁ gl‘tI‘}(%ela1:ionshix>) (Portion)
D (e) The conversion privilege has been explained to me, and I have converted -
S USGLI, effective
3 i NSLI, effective ...
: 2. COMMERCIAL LIFE INSURANCE.
. ( a) I have requested the A. G. 0. to notify the following insurance company(s) in the event of my death. .
o Amount of Insurance “" : Nsme of Company _Home Ofiice Address
L BBO0. .. ----Eéita;mli&aa--ﬁﬁs IS B X
§. , . v ,
$
D (b). I have made Class E Allotment(s) to the following company(s).
Name of Insuunce Company Allotment Eﬁectivé Date Amount
$
D (¢)- I have placed the followmg life insurance under the protection of the Soldiers and Sailors Civil Relief Act.
3. , Life Insurance Company
8.
[:l (d) The beneficiaries on my commercial life insurance contract (s) hsted in paragraph 2 (a) above are:
P 1o v ot - A : :
rincipa —-Marie },arﬁg iame) g ﬁ%’k&;ﬁr o (Relationship)
Contingent _
(Name) : (Relationship)

3. PUBLIC RECORDS My beneficiaries now possess certified copxes under seal of the apphcable records listed below. P
m L) Mha nithlie vanmrd nf niwv Pravnia e : . .. .



Contingent

(Name) ' (Relationship)
3. PUBLIC RECORDS My beneficiaries now possess certified copxes under seal of the apphcable records listed below.

E (a) The public record of my marriage.
,__E_.(b«)vl'[y,émyymfeﬁs.dmome;decme_and_cm_oxders
D (¢) My/my wife’s/my children’s adoption papers.
E] (d) erth certificate for each of the following: My wife, chlldren, father, mother, sisters, brothers, myself.
D 4. CLASS B ALLOTMENT FOR THE PURCHASE OF WAR SAVINGS BONDS.

I have made Class B Allotments as follows.
‘Finance. Officer U. 8. Army at Amount Authorized Effective

A

Terminated Effective

eagawa

[ ] 5. CLASS E ALLOTMENT FOR DEPENDENTS.
I have made a Class E Allotment in ‘the amount of $

monthly,
effective ‘ , and payahle
To/Cr. Relationship R
Bank - . : : -
Address ___: . i Terminated effective
l:/j 6. FAMILY ALLOWANCES (ENLISTED PERSONNEL ONLY). -

A monthly ' Family Allowance for my dependents has been applied for, effective with the pay due me for the month of
________ Be {;*_-45.4-_-.!-...-'_\’;--....--.’:----- Case No. X~

PF,5-30-85, 2004




7 T = - s

E] 7. JOINT OWNERS IP OF PROPERTY WITH RIGHT OF SURVIVORSHIP,
The advantages ‘have been explalned to me. )

g 3. JOINT CHECKING ACCOUNT WITH RIGHT OF SURVIVORSHIP. o ‘
___r;;-_i;.;d__--.S___mim.gariﬁ..iw e e ‘ : i and I have with the
..... bt P pat- BationaY Benk : cczemewncoooos (bank),
At Tayoma City —Okls, S ;

a checking account owne(f “jointly with rl’;rh’c of surv1vorsh1p
(] 9. GENERAL POWER OF ATTORNEY.
I have executed a general power of attorney, dated -

MBI G i e my attorney in fact.

[] 10. WILL FOR OFFICER/ENLISTED MAN. - , r /
1 have executed a will (dated ... -~ el : -_.-) which is located

[7] 11. WILL FOR WIFE/HUSBAND.
The advantages have been explained to me,

12. LIFE INSURANCE ON WIFE/HUSBAND.

o ‘My wife/hiusband has in force on “her/his life $: i PR : life insuré.ncc,
payable to 3 il R i lidillllil . e
(Name) ] i {Relationship) ; -
. 7B 13 EMERGENCY ADDRESSEE. (IMPORTANT —See note to Emergency Addressee below) ) i ) N ; )
(a) The person I desire to be not1ﬁed in event of an emergeney is.._. .. fa
, p $3)lian B Lg;w%g : (Reﬁ%%s%p)
at -------- N o - - _--‘E . . o taT K N T : B E B . )
) Hsﬁ- -§ tree?and%?n%)% %it gkla i%y gkl& (City) (State) . .
() On ... -, I executed a WD AGO Form No. 43 recording the demgnatmn shown in paragraph 13 (a) above,

{c) My rehglous preference is: [i Protestant, [ Catholic, [J Hebrew.

Q 14. SIX MONTHS’ GRATUITY. ,
On ol il iiieeiiioicbo.., T designated i 1431 . - N : eiediioiinioa g > B A y
] n g i‘i ame -ﬁ; m* (Address) wig&

(first beneficiary) to receive any Six Months’ Gratuity to which he/she may be entitled. (WD AGO Form No. 41-0ff.; WD
== AGO Form No, 22-EM. ) D : :
PERSONAL INFORMATION FILE FOR THE SAFEKEEPING OF MY RECORDS,
1 have been advised of the importance of maintaining a bound file containing COpIPS of all records pertinent to my mlhtal v
service,
D 16. PAY AND FLYING STATUS..
(a) My status as to all 1tems of pay and 4]lowances has been checked.
(b) Orders detalhng me ' to ﬂymg duty (1ated personnel) and orders detailing me to duty mvolvmg flying:

2 o R SO e O L OO S S

- L INCOME TAX.
‘ . The effect of mlhtary serv1ce on my Federal Income Tax 11ab111ty has been explamed to me,

: E] 18. LEGAL MATTERS.
1 have been advised of the legal assistance facilities available to military personnel.

[;\ 19. PERSONAL AFFAIRS STATEMENT AND SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION. .
1 have received a copy of this Statement and 1nformatxon regardmg Arrears in Pay, Six Months’ Gratulty, War Time

Pensions, Government Insurance, ete:
D 20. OTHER MATTERS. (Record of: Soldiers’ Depos1ts and any other solely owned savings and checking accounts location of
safe deposit box, ete.) E B i : :

B fillien- %"'ﬁ&?ﬁg
B oot 14388, Fs dath Bt;Okla-Srty - - rresiicid e

NOTE TO EMERGENCY 4 DRESSEE —If ! am overseas, nt xs impottnnt tha : you communicate any change’ in your address to The Adjutant General, Wnshmgton

mnma mnadd A vime Qosial Namhar oand Taet knawn APO niomber.




- PR S

VOTE TO EMERGENCY
25, D. C., Attention: Casualty Branch.

Vitnessed by:

hilm‘ﬁ‘"im'ﬁg

;)DRE 5 N“‘;&th -ﬁt

— 2L ém@ |

------- ke 01

Signature

-
gSEE.-—If I am overseas, it is important that you commumcate any change in your address to The Adjulant General, Washmgton
In any such communication, include my ‘name, grade, Atmy Serial Number, and. Jast known APO number.

(Signature, Grade, ASN of Personal Affairs Intemew

Capt. A.C.0.-9071<2
o ' "REVIEW RECORD

/@%  forscy.

Social §gcﬁr;t;ﬁo

mh

* V* : . o
:(Ijate) _(Signature :f,proceasee) ) (Stétﬁon) (TNanjeZGrade, :&SN ;)f PAl) (Initinls of PAI)
(Date) "(Signature :f ‘processee) , ;(Station) : (Name, Grade, ASN of PAT) (Initials of PAI).

= (Date). (SEAAEG}EE{ _p-x:(;(;;;see) B (Station) ) (Nan}e{ Grade, ASN of PAL) . (Initials of PS‘AI)

(Date) (Signature of processee) (Station) (Name, Grade, ASN of PAD) (Initials obe;;IE)‘

*
(Date) { Slgna}.ure :f pro;e_s;iee) (Station) {Nams, Grade, ASN of PAI) (Initials uf PAI) -
(Date) ,Zéigﬁéih}'e'é';_ Drocessée) “(Station) (Name, Grade, ASN of PAI). (Initials of BATS ‘~

*INSTRUCTIONS.—AAF Personal Affairs Statement is not to be used, either as a substitute for, or in lieu of, authorized forms or established ‘procedures for

effecting desired personal affairs actions.

ment of official forms.

Accordingly, prior to signing this statement, any action will be accomplished in the prescribed official manner.

The purpose of this form is to provide a consolidated record of all personal affairz actions taken by previous accomplish.




OFFICE OF THE CHAPLAIN
CHAPEL NO. THREE

CHANUTE FIEID, ILLINOIS

Dear Priend-

This letter ‘cames to you- at the suggest:.m of  Hemry J, Larwig T

who worshlpped with us September 2, 1945.

The apostles Wefe in the habit of ¢losing their epistles with a
sentence or two of Christian greeﬁing.f It is in that same spirit

that we send to you this word of fellowship in the Faith.

We rejoice that your loved ones and friends ave remembering to at=
tend services while they arer away frcaﬁ hcfméa' Their presence is a
blessing to us and we would ask you td pray for us who have the
pr1v119ge of ministering to them that we may be used of God to the
edlfxcatlon of all.

e oo e = T e o e R e S s i e e | e it

Faithfully yaurs ’
THEOPHILUS L. BEARSE
Chaplain (Capt.) USa




MOW when the even was
(7B come, he sat down with
the twelve. + + +
#ind as they were eating,
Jesus took bread,andblessed
it and brakeit, and gaveit
_fo the disciples, and said,
‘Gake, eat; this ismy body.
- #ind he took the cup,and gave
janks,and gave it to them
saying, Drink yeall of it

Matth




MORNING WCRSHIP SERVICE

Chapel Three September 2, 1945
Chanute Field, Illinois 10:00 4, M.
THE ORGAN PRELUDE "altz in & flat? Brahms

Pvt., Lewis E. Stambaugh, Orgenist
INTRODUCTCRY SENTENCE

THE CALL TO WORSHIP

Chaplains I will bless the Lord at all times:

Assembly: His praise shall continually be in my
mouth.

Chaplain: The humble shall hear thereof and be

’ glad.

Assembly: O magnify the Lord with me, and let us

exalt his Name together.

THE DCOXOLOGY The Hymnal, No. 570
THE INVOCATION and THE LORD'S PRAYER

THE RESPONSIVE READING Selection No. 102, page 84
THE MORNING HYMK  “The Church's One

* Foundation® No, 511
THE SECOND LESSON FROM SCRIPTURE I Cor. 11:23=34
THE PASTORAL PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HYMN "Beneath the Cross or Jesus! No, 290

THE COMMUNION MEDITATION  "Broken for You!
. Chaplain T.L. Bearse
The Text: "This is my body which is broken for
you.! I Corinthians 11l:24

THE LORD'S SUPPER

THE CLOSING HYMN "“When I Survey the ‘
Wondrous Cross' No. 291

THE BENEDICTION .

THE POSTLUDE “lead On, O King Eternal! Bwart




EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE

Chapel Three September 2, 1945
Chanute Field, Illinois ~ 7230 P. M,
THE PRELUDE "Prelude in E minor! Chopin

Pvt, Lewis E. Stambaugh, Organist
THE CALL TO WORSHIP

Chaplain: Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling
place in all generations.

Assembly: Before the mountains were brought
forth;

Chaplain: Or ever Thou hadst formed the earth
and the world;

Assembly: Even from everlasting to everlasting,
Thou art God,

THE EVENING HYMN "Praise Him,Praise Him" Neo, 313

THE RESPONSIVE READING Selection No. 103, pege 85
THE SINGING OF FAVORITE HYNNS
"Trugt and Obey!  No. 420
VTt Ts foll Rith My Soulf No. 394

THE SECOND READING FROM SCRIPTURE  Hebrews 6:1~-20
THE PASTCRAL PRAYER

HYMN USpirit of God, Descend -
Upon My Heart! Nos 230

THE SERMON YBetter Things" Chaplain T.L, Bearse

The Texts: YBut, beloved, we are persuaded better

things of you, and things that accompany sal-
vation." Hebrews 639

THE CLOSING HYMN "Have Thine Own Way,Lord" No. 426
THE BENEDICTION
THE POSTLUDE Selected

RHRFHH K
For those who could not be present this morning
Holy Communion will be administered at the close
of the evening service.




cé)mmxm

Bread of the werld, in mercy broken.
.~ Wine of the &oul, in mercy shed!
_ By whom the words of life were spoken,
" And in whose death our sins are dead.
Look on the hegrts by sorrow broken;
Look on the tears by sinners shed;
And be thy feast to us the token
- That by thy grace our- souls are fed.

- Bishop Heber
THE BIBLE cLASS

The hour of study in the Llfe of Christ is proving
to be a high light in the week's experience. The
attendance is good and the fellowship is inspiring.
Come and bring a frlend or two with ycu. -Tuesdey
at 1930. :

THE ATTENDANCE SLIPS

Please leave your attendance slip in the box on the
table in the vestibule., If you would like a letter
sent home telling of your attendance be sure to
write the name and address on the slip.

nTHE, LisT OF SERVICES

Sunday - 1000 Morning Worship
1100 Sunday School -
1830 Service Men's Christian League
- 1930 Evening Service
- Monday

- .1930 L. D+ S. Service
Tuesday =~ 1930 Bible Study Class
Wednesday = 1930 Intro. New Testament Greek

Thursday: 2000 Lutheran Service

© A.P.H. Litho in U.S. A, No. 4545




Cm e HEADQUhLTURs CdaVUTm FiELD A ;

. SFECIAL ORDERS) = = SR Cbanute Fleld, 1111n
WO, o287 i e Sephﬁmbeﬂ ;a+5
L o el ' “iEXTRAGT ' r“‘,f : . R

48. Tne fol~n¢mcd &m oxgns 1nd1@atcd are trfd in pr and WE aar

, Supzr“tlon Centers shown below rptnb to respectlve COs thexuat for a;sch

,Sund nruvm siong lﬂﬁl@ausd. Race - Wnlt : g

s : MOD - MCO SgQi. e
4R 615—365 conyn_ of Govt «nd ﬂ% 1»1 31E 041 Hc ‘ut“mTC 19 dup AJ."FPEP‘2§~
154 : , - ‘ ‘ ; P
,CQde No. bw)85~20 ‘ e SR R
: 4 TO. ALT praratlon Center Shenpard F} Tex — 3 meals = rptne
- R I date.and EDCMR will be 27 ert 45 ' L -
LFTRG S0 B_3502D hnF BASE UNIT (TS)

T Sgt J D Gallahar ST oessss2 620 0 499 4
.. Homes Padueah, Tex =~ - om0 oo
N T .Sgt Wesley L uube o S 38424381 48 499 B
B Home: waxahachie, Tex o S : e Gl
. T Sgt Henry J Larwig S ‘i8132073 L 686 316 B
- Homeé; Okla City, Okla =« AR S s e
T Sgb Warren L Wilson N 6952992 e D 573 CR56 A o jfﬁj
'~ Homes: Ringwood, Ckla S S L e L e
; T Sgb Claudie H Wyatt - 38473466 ,'» L1684 245 B
| Home. ouxpaur bpllngs, Tex : B N 4 £
| 4FTEC $Q_C_3502D A4F BuSE UNIT (:gl ; : S e
8 Sgt Froilan Hernandez 38367500 oo 748 590 D .
Home:‘New DrownPels, Tex ,‘~ i ,]' N PTIS LM ST S

AC UNASGD ATCHD AFTRC SQ & 3502D AAF BASE URTT (1S)

r‘  R S Sgt W O Timmons ‘f,lv R 18126307 DR L8 499 B
B TR Home: Tulla, 4ux e : i 2 r : : : S ‘ K
~lAC UNASGD_ATCHD_Sg_C 3502D AAF BASE, UNIT (T8) - RS PR £
T Sgt Howard L Todd’ e 18197126 e 8- 316 B
HOme. Foney Grfve, Tox 7; 37 o SN S

= 'Ac UW&SG ATCHD 56 K. 35099 AT BASE UNIT (TS) RS g
- T 8gt R G Davis ’k, , o 38419j37 L TA8 590 A
Home. Bun ddexry” ;ex e s SRR L R e

- ;nc ansca ATCHD Sg M 3502D LAF BASE UNTT (Lb) , cl RO
T 8gt &mos I Moore Jr e 38420688 ’3“,~ 48 256 &
, Ho“e- D@Jtun, Tex ' : o L BRI Ry

%

ac U\ASGD ATCHD. 80.7 3502D AAF Qﬁ§§ UNIT (TS) L :
‘T 3gt M C Compton ;*; ﬁﬁ%w 938 201 A
- Homes Celesie, Tex' . R S '
PVt Leonard G Sutton ;i;j*:;; 18029428f’,s7,. T 590 A
© " Homes Nugargl Tex ‘;,Vf f‘ T e B S P L S

BﬁpDAJffi'

1454 AAF. BASE UKIT vOLD—CHAMEﬁ( AIN FLD w&hN“aPo!I& MENN{ATCHD §1

. BasEWNIT (TS) e SRS T T
| 5 8glGeores PRudy 1806304@ e 748;‘ 00wk
kHome. Tyler, Tcx . : S e s

R E S TRI G- T E D
ST ~Jﬁ’;»i LR




Sgt Lw ‘Oivens
HOiﬂtf: T OF 4 g

:ﬁ;;fAFTRﬂ SQ 9350  BAST
V~;Cpl 411lison: R Sharpe Jr
‘ Home. Savannah, Gﬁ L ;&\4

“:f}Uﬁkﬁ*}55590 :foHK'

oy sgt Gerald ¥ Blalock""'l 34623469 ,;.,_.748,*;;*3§3f1 B
b home. Saran, Mmss/s‘ fi_{w‘> ;7"j v”_, S

el i g

,_*75855; 4395,

S AG UNAQGD AmuHD AFT
: ;;?,,T Sgt Wilbur I Nek:

: rrnn

b




_Sg _;gam umn { enter k.:.a '1' Bern”ardina
u.abe d.ml f;. rill be 28 Sept 45"

- San. Ben
e T




'?SSngmWI3BmoJT’J;Efp   YUAULLC - _ ;Q}HO‘.“
vae: Raawood Glt“x 15 S r;;f* f?\ ', Y

AT BASE UNIT. (Ts)fr L
19179@46‘ T s

Ry UNASGD ATCHD AFTEC 0K 35023 S4F B UNin(TS)“ o
' st &1lllem J chkSOn S 19187666: ' Sl 748

e 71 ; .”AC UNASED uTChD TR Sg,u 3562D A;r'Ba8E‘ﬁNiT<th)‘ e e
T s Sgt &eymour aelnberg g 19173661?~1 L A8 e
= Hame, Los anguLes, Callf - S ST

‘, ‘AG INASED ATCﬂD AFTEC, 5g.1 BEC?D LAF BLSE UﬁiT'(T§j Fal e
- T Sgt Francis ¥ Miller *,;~“ 39285592 R TR 75 S ¢ 62 T G
o que. Rlver310e, Gullf el T

: Gode No, 6u407~99 G ~~v~‘4,gf' ‘ ‘ T e
' Rl TO. AAr»Sebarz ion Cent cGlellan Flﬁ Cillf = 9'm§als'~‘f'
.J‘j e rgﬁﬂéh?'"'~' DCER wi 38 t45 T
g;AMBCsQA3aﬁDA T (T T U e
, Sgt‘Dcle L nentscbler 'ﬁ‘w 35893569,1‘ o 611 480 UMK
Home: Rosiville, Cuiif ' R R LI L ST
AFTEC 80 B 35025, S4F_BASE DNIT (zﬂl [ e A e
/Cpl Angelo’ F Galli- , 1966546¢~'14' B UNK - 0X0 - A
Homes San. Frdnc1s00, Calif ’ I = e R

© AFTRC_SC L 3502D ALF B4SE uﬂf 78) R L e
T Sgt Jcmbs M Lemon Aﬂ;7 19137219°“~ A8 48O A
‘ Huﬁ H Oakl&nd, Calif ~ 7 - o L : el T
© 4G UNASGD ATCHD AFTRC 80 M. 35gggvf*ﬁ DASE. UNIT (Ts) LR ;
5 Sgt Frank 4 Letica e 19059874 s ‘ 747 0 00 B.
U Home- Sto»kton, Gallf : I e R DRSS :

- Code Nq. 6 @08~92 £ e SN e ‘ U 5
' "”O. AAE mpuratlon Center Seymour Jnhnson N £ ~”é;§§al§ B 2
i - rptng date and EDCMR w111 be 29 bept 45 STl
FTHC Sg A 35020 AAF BASE UNIT (T8] e Y
Posgt anathdn oach 140393392 R 750 431
Homes: Snow Cuhp ‘[C e G S
ThC 86 B 3502D A; B%SE UNIT ﬁTﬁl S
Sgt Clarence P McAllzster 6965569 B
ﬂcmo, Ce houn Fal.ls, 5GT _ L
;Cpl Baward E Francis o : 13033474 L
G © “Homes Gre~nv1¢le, N.C PR R
.- AFTRC 5S¢ C 3502D ALF BASE U NIT (T§1
E T 8¢t Joseph G Dwyer ~T1090602
B : ~Homgs »noxburj;g CELER o
A e g Sgt buelby D Sizémore St ,;7006070
| = : i, :

ot

1(&&>3f

N Homes Purham, N €. ' S
. AC UNASGD aTCED AFTnC sgﬁa 35029 AAF BASE UNIT f,§1
’i‘,S Sét Ray V. Copley - ; -1 228
: - ,Hlvh 1ant, N uk




Do K E;s‘Tiﬁ*I,c*?_EQD\
Par 43'30 267 Hc7chanﬁtpfF1d ill ?A’SL 't 1945, Cont'd. /
AC UwAsuD ATCHD AFTEC 8¢ K zgozn A4F BASE_UNIT 1_§)

T Sgt Jacob C patts Jr 3443@795 | % 36 B
Hcme: Aulander, N O , , - SR

xCode Nc. aAOQeBO v : :
e I0s AsF Se arstion CeLtcr fort;ggd Ore ~9 megls -~ rptna

: “date_ond A da. 1 be 29 ept
AFTRC sg“g 35020 KAF_DBagE UNIT (T, Sevt s " RIS
T Sgt wesley M Konnard - ?9&56166 . _UNK . 590 . UNK
 Home: Ls Grande, Ore P . R
S Sgt Jehn B Linde - - 9305538 o T8 336 UK
© Home: ¥ortland, Ore -~ oo 7
S 8gt Raymond D Tallman - - 39199388 S UNK 499 UNK
Home: woodland, uash " ‘ ’ -
Sgt Fred H Bowlby 39094342 784 499  UNK
Home: Cornelius, Ore , ‘ e B
' Sgt David T'Staff 7Y 39194202 0 555 010 D
- Home: Aberdeen, Wash S ' ‘ R
Cpl Charles Currington = 19096945 ’ £20 2245 4
Home‘ Seuttle, uash S S :
SFTEC S G 3502D AAF BASE 1 ) . - |
S Sgt Norman L Miller f?”' 1909%5L9 i 48 113 E

Home' Belllngnam, Aash . -

AC UNr*QD TCHD AF"rC _ka 3502D 44F DASE UNIT (T8)

T Sgt Norman G Livermore Q91¢9793 4R 070 A
Homes. Beillqoham, liash Lo ‘ o SRS C
Go e No.

64 lQ =16 ‘ o ST
:a"“ TOs_AAF SCDarnthn Center, E;_;npton Fld Tex - 3 meals — rptng
. - date_and BDCMR will be 29 Seat 45 I
AFTnC Sg B 35020 AGF BASE UNIT (T¢ : RN o i
Sgt Herbert L 4nderson : 180b4766 ; 719 499 4
Home. Venton, Tex - ' : , : ,

Code No. GiAll=24 ‘ L .
o TO. AAr Se sratlon uvnter B“rkSu%lu Fld Lz - 3 meals g,rptng

o \ Qate and EDCMR T will be 29 Sapt 45
AFTRC. sq C.3502D ALF B4SE Uﬂ*r¥(1_)

W Set Hoyt & Jones ’:, | 6383518 750 0 282 &
. Home: Ruston, La" : . 2 .
S Sgt Aubrey E Brown Jr - 14052146 WK UK UMK

Home: New Orlesns, La.

FIRC SQ.K 35020 AAF BASE UNIL{ T3 it e T
S Sgt Ralph H LoeWenthal 5 l 153946 939 w06 G

Home: New OIleans, La’ : . ’

Code- No. 6w412~10 : e S
103 _AAF Seburatlon Center Sioux Falls 'S D - 3 meals —~ rping

“dete and EOCMR will bb 29 Sc 445
AFTRC. s B 35020 LAF B BaSE_UNIT {2s) e
Sgt Newton F Hegdahl 3%%@0/ S 686 7 499 B

-
B

Homes Madison, S D




- ‘ ( SRR e S
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2. ARMY SE,“A‘V. No“ 3, GRADE 4, SOC'AL #Ecuﬂ'TY YNDA » 10 S Sg‘t Airplan@ ‘ I‘;;echanic . G‘lnner
18132073 - T Set I o | (728)
; —| 11 T 8gb | Airplane Instrument

-.SAVE THIS FORM. IT WILL NOT BE REPLACED IF LOST : o -

) - This record of job assignments and special trainiag received in the Army is furnished to the soldier when he leaves the service. In its prepara-
tion, information is taken from available Army records and supp'emented by personal interview. The information: about civilizn education’ and
work experience is based on the individual's own statements. The veteran may present this document to former employers, prospective employers,
representatives of schools or colleges, or use it in any other way that may prove beneficial ro him. : ’

1. LAST NAME-—FIRST NAME—MIDDLE INITIAL . MILITARY OCCUPATIONAL ASSIGNMENTS

10. MONTHS | 11. GRADE 12, MILITARY OCCUPATIONAL SPECIALTY

Larwig IHenry . John

2 Pvt | AAF Basic Training (621)

5. PERMANENT MAILING ADONESS (Streel, City, County, Slate)
. - - Mechanic (686)
2132 North Jordon Oklshoma City Okla : ‘

€. DATE OF ENTRY INTO 7. DATE OF SEPARATION | 8. DATE OF BIARTH
ACTIVE SERVICE B .

16 Sept 1942 |29 Sept 1945 | 6 Feb 1922° | | - ,

9. PLACE OF SEFARATION

Sheprard Field Texas

SUMMARY OF MILITARY OCCUPATIONS

13, TITLE—DESCRIPTION—RELATED CIVILIAN OCCUPATION

"Airplane Instrument Fechanie  Performed duties in U S :

Overhauled, calilrated & repaired all types of Aircraft instruments .
.such as altimeters, rate of c¢limb, airspeed indicator.  Also

. instructed officers and enlisted personell in above duties.- Instrum:nt man
Airpléne Mechanic Gumner  Performed dutiss in Ikurope ' v
Supervised other mechaniecs working on Planes. liorked on o Instrument In-
enrines, hydralic & electrical systems. = ' spector I

WD AGO FORM 100 ' This form supersedes WD AGO Form 100, 15 Jily i844, which will not be used. ' Repro Auth 461 Hyg, CAl
B TTARK : , L B :

(11 Bep 485)




MILITARY EDUCATION
‘14, 'mms OR TYPE oé SCHOOL—~COURSE OR é:unﬁ!cuLuM‘—ounAflonobescntwion ‘ -
Airvlene Vechanic School Amarillo Texas 3 months
Took up airplanes in gemeral. B=17 specialist -
Airplane Mechanic School Boeing Plant Seattle thhlngton
Specialized in B-l? equioment. - .

CIVILIAN EDUCATION

15, HIGHEST GRADE 16. DEGREES o;! ﬁsnomAs Fr. YEAR LEFT ’ : OTHER TRAINING OR SCHOOLING
COMPLETED . . SCHOOL. - o
. . : ) : 20. COURSE-—NAME AND ADDRESS OF SCHOCL—DATE | 21. DURATION
dyrs I S Diploma ' 1940 . .
18, NAME AND Apdnss OF LAST SCHOOL ATTENDED Irade Schqol
) Douglas Trade School _ 3 wks
‘Northeast E S Oklahqma Clty Cklahonms Oklahome City Oklahoma

!9 MAJOR COURSES OF STUDY

I‘\ &nie

CIVILIAN OCCUPATIONS.

22, TITLE—NAME AND ADDRESS OF EMPLOYER-~INCLUSIVE DATES—DESCRIPTION - N

Automotile Service station attendant 7=80.500

FPerformed dutles at station as requested by customers such as preasing cars,
changing oil, installing accessorles, chanvlnv & repairing tires.

Instrument men IV 5-83.972 ' : :

Iirhly interested in this tyve of work.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

23. REMARKS

Hone

24, SIGNATURE OF PERSON BEING SEPARATED 25. SIGNAT
iy

"“M

CLASSIFICATION 6. NAME OF OFFICER (Typcd or Stamped)
’ 1A J Del SIGNORE
‘1st Lieutenant AC

-

Disthurge
aay of




ENLISTED REEDRD AND REF‘DRT oF SEPARAT QN ’

AME - BIDDLE INITIAL & .-

ADDR.:_ S" FRQH WH:CH EMPLOYEE}!‘!‘ \‘IH.L RE SOUGHT

48; -

K CMARITAL STATUS

-wmn-:lmaeno ’omak(specuw SINSLE| NARRIED] OTHER gsreﬂ.’y)

HlSTG

22, DATE OF INDUCTION.

23, DATE' OF ENLISTMENT -

24, DATE ba}fm!:-zmb ACTIVE SERVICE |

SERVICE OUTSIDE CONTIRENTAL U. $, AND. RETURN:

38. PRIOR SERVICE

2;'5; i . LATESY IMMUNIZATION DATES 36,
'SMALLPOX TYPHOLID { TETARBS OTHER (speczly) | DATE OF PEPARTERE . 1 azsr;m\_fﬂon - DATE.-OF Ammma

' ' o Ty= 4 Mar 1944

Cho 15 Ju 27 Oct 1943 England

37, TOTAL LENGTH OF SERVICE 8, HIGHEST GRADE HELD .

| CONTINENTAL SERVICE FOREIGN SERVICE : : : 12 &ug 194:4: - USA
-_YEA‘RS _ |MONTHS [DPAYS  IYEARS [MONTHS {DAvs

2. !'2 g7 lo 1g 17 T Sgt

40, ‘REASON ANE AUTHORITY

FO E{’VSEPA RATION

PAY DATA

. A2,

EpucaTion {Yedrs) -

Grammar

8

{HighSc_hqa!‘ft Soliege ¥

§ 53. LonGEVITY FoR PAY PURPOSES

44, MUSTERING OUT PAY

o eams - ’me‘um‘s lnns
] 1o 14

TOTAL . Inus PAYMENT -
5l ’.55 )

3%, SDLD! ER BEPOS!TS

46, TRAVEL PAY

5 T20.

INSURANCE NOTICE. .

EF PREMIUM 18 NOT PATR W HluN DUE O WITHIN THIRTY-ONE TIAYS THRERBAFTER, INSURANCE WILL LAPSM,

47, TOTAL AMOUNT, NAME OF DISBURSING OFFICER

MARKE CHECKS OR MQ
WASHINGTON 28; D. (O,

INEY GRD]!;R“ PAY'J\BLE

P ORTANT TO_THY TREASURER OF THE U. §, AND FORWARD TO COLLECTIONS’ SUBDIVISION, VETERANS ADMINISTRATION,
48. KIND OF INSURANGE |45, HOW PRID 50. Effective Date of Allot- | 51, Dateof Next Premium Dus | 52, PREMIUM DUE | 55, INTENTION OF VETVERAN 70,
[Nat. Serv. [ U.8, Govi, | Nome I Afiotment ’[ﬁi{;mr_ ) ment Discontinuance (One mcntb after 50) EACH MONTH' Tontinue | Con -omyr‘m ;

- l = 30 Se 9. 3 ot 19 s B850 x s e

“INIYd SHNHL LHOTY

ss. rEwARks (This space for completion of above items or eniry ;:rl other itez;zs specified in W. D. Directives)
#_  Mechenic Cheanute Illinodis v :
Lepel Button Issued ASR Score {2 Sep 1945) 86

56, SIGNATURE OF PERSON BEING SEPARATED

Captain AC

L I SUTTON

WD AGO rogst 58 . 55
I November 1944

This form - supersedas o}l previous editioris of
WD AGO Forms 53 and §5 for enlisted persons
entitled fo an. Honorable Discharge, which
will- not be used affer receipt of this revision,
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
NARCMANPONER «COMMSSION
UNITED STATES BMPLOYMENT SERVICE
120 Northwest Second Street

Oxlahoma City 2, Oklahoma

November 3, 1945

Mr. Henry J. Lerwig
2132 B. Jordan
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Dear Mr. Lerwire:

Notice of your release from active duty with the Armed Forces of
the United States has just been received by this office. We are
writing to let you know about the several types of help that you
may obtain from the United States Employment Service of the War
Manpower Commission.

Our first responsibility is to obtain a suitable Jjob for you, if
you do not return to your former employment. We also take claims
for the readjustment allowances authorized in the Servicemen's:
Readjustment Act (G. I. Bill). ZEmployees in this office have been
specifically trained in order to furnish you a personalized service
in seeking a job or to advise on the proper agency and methods to
use in obtaining other assistance, which you may need and to which
you are entitled.

If you have not made satisfactory arrangements for your immediate
future, we would be glad to have you call at our office at the

above address at your convenience. If you have a job, have entered
training, started business for yourself or for any other reason are
not available for work, we would appreciate your completing the en-
closed card, which requires no postage, and mailing it to us. If
your status should change and you desire our help at any time in the
future, please call on us immediately. ' ' o

Yours very truly,
JOHN H. MCCAULEY, MANAGER

Marvin Cavnar, Chief N —
Veterans Service Division
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Russell A. Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205

-
306th Bombardment
Group Association Henry J. Larwig
2133 NW 25 St
Oklahoma City, OK 73107
%ii.,’ifgi..sfilégi.”¥; PR R
4 August 1992 "

Dear Henry:‘

Mariy thanks for sending yalong,theﬁKielt‘k crew picture.

T will be making use of it in a future issue of Echoes,

‘as I sort through the photos I have now and try to brlnor
some chronologlcal order tofthem. ’

nyavek'made‘the, correctin,,for‘you to the 368th. Sorry. :

A1l the best,




Er R ma "yll\l : ,,c" N - k B 96, Sedi1ck Street,
lsﬁh Febr?éry‘lggsf ‘ o o _ 7 Mill Road, -
' ' ' o ' SR ' Cambrldge CB 1 3 AL.

Lillian, you ask about Weary Bones. She was,'as‘you know, on the
crash dump here .in Canbrldge, behind Marshall's aerodrome, in the
autumn of 1944, where I used to visit her. The dump was cleared,I
am told on good ;authority, by Mareh 1946, so ‘she would ‘have been ' -
there just over a year. ClVlllanS were not allowed on ‘the’ crash dump,
of . course,,and the main dgates were guarded by armed sentries. »I-had’
always gone along. ‘the stream, before the war, to visit the poor old-
horses in a field there, awaltlng slaughter, and was fascinated-one"
day to find all these crashed aircraft had suddently materializedon
tmy -patch'. Some were almost complete, and some were just small bits
and, pieces, I remember cllmblng onto a lyphoon which was perched“on
top of another alrcraft,,and my llght ‘weight made it rock precariously,
which scared me off. I had visions of being burled underneath and-not
discovered for days. As far as I "know’ there were only two Fortresses,
"the other was from, the 303rd Bomb Group, then.called Tugboat Annig,
but she had prev;ously been. ‘Bat Outa Hell', I have since met a man:
"who remembers her - but not Weary Bones - and who has done some research
on her. Tugboat Annle was up on the back of " another aircraft,; Weary
»Bones was down on her belly on the ground. I used to go in through-

a gash.at the wing root Bv the radlo operator s statlon T thlnk, and
up, into the pilot's seat. for some strange reason I never did sitin
the right, hand seat. _Many of the dials were still in" situ, but there
were no wings or englnes of course,;I expect she had been cannibalized

before leaving Thurleigh. The chin turret was gone. and the upper N
turret; I remember one day: sitting in the pllot's seat 1n the cool
shady ‘interior, with the hot sun- blaz;ng on the. back of my neck from
where the turret would have been.




-You . ask about photographs.‘_The only photograph I have.is the
one you will have seen of .the tail damage taken after the crash at
Thurleigh. .  We had been at war for, five .years when . Weary Bones. appeared
on the dump, as far as I anm awarethere was no film avallable for the
civilian population, we certalnly didn't see any. ‘Several ‘yéars ‘ago’
I looked through war photographs at the Camhrldgeshlre ‘Collectionbut”
there ‘was nothlng on the crash dump. Now thére is a road through those
fields running almost exactly over the place where she ended her days.
And for years that road was known at 96 as 'Weary Bones' Road® 1nfact
I don't _think my mother knew its correct appelatlon.a I 'was very
interested in aircraft then, and it was absolutely vital to be quiék
on alrcraft recognliaon and get under a hedge if you couldn't identify
it!  We.were machine gunned once at sehool.,our school was a new one,
just flnlshed in- 1939, and was_ situated on the outskirts of’ ‘town beside
a rallway line and road brldge. 1 expect he thought it -was a factory,
or was _ after the line’ and. bridge, when we went out onto the hockey:
pitch after the all clear there were scuff marks all over the fleld
where his bullets had gouged out the turf ‘ : S

Weary Bones was my favourlte of all the planes there, and 1twas
a: huge dump, and fasc1nated me. I used to wonder where she had flown
and how she- came to be there.. After the publlcatlon of' Roger Freeman's
The Mighty Eighth I began to wonder whether it would be possible to
trace her and amongst many others, wrote to him. He had noteéd that
she.was from the 306th BUT GAVE ME THE WRONG SERIAL NUMBER, so for
about five years I was trylng to trace somethlng ‘that ‘did not exist.
I felt it was a faint hope, as I was only really certain of her name,
and originally didn't even know she was a fortress,. the tail chopped
off made her look so different somehow. .I remember she had: I think
35 bomb symbols on the fuselagge along @iwth her name  and the -dice,
and five swastikas denoting enemy fighters shot down. To me she was
an unsolved mystery. Cliff Bishop, author of Fortresses of the Big

“T¥iangle First, was FHETFUReREA TR putting me™on the-right track, -

He is probably the foremost aunthority on the B 17 over here. He
insisted that there was NO B 17 with the serial number 42. 34943,

but that the 306th had 42 37943, although. he remained unconv1nced

for simply ages that the serial and the name were one. and the

same. . John Mills at Thurleigh eventually ‘clinched it,, he had her .
catalogued by hame and number, although had. no other 1nformat10n ,
about ‘hér. He,did, however, give me some. crew addresses, which I
kept for a .long time as I had never had any intention . of trying to
contact the crew, I had always thought I could write to some USAAF v
records centre to obtain her operational history, but I now know. e
that is not gso: I -have been in touch with Robert Edwards now for
several years, he was the pilot on the day of the crash, ‘but although
he has glven me his five missions before that date, he doesn't know
which™ Dlane ‘he flew, so I was not much’ further forward ‘I now have
10 of -her 70 missions (including the last which she didn"® t, actually’

,f}y),most from Walter. Does your husband remember ANY of the missions"
- he flew 1h her? if so I should be most interested to ‘hea¥. _After
all. thls time I am amazed at how much I have dlscovered about my old
'1ady. ‘and the crew photographs Water sent me are an added- bonus.

wtan R Sdweg I o 3064~ A e ol T Rad .

“Thank you for your Christmas card, I was amused by all the EATs.

T “have absolutely no interest in food and I cannot cook ‘Probably

yecause my “youth was spent during the- war years when there was very
1rttle food available and what was was severely rationed (we had

‘2 oz of butter and 2 oz of: sweets a week.at one:-time durlng the

war). - So I shall never be‘very fat and can worry weight off easily.'

To return to my main theme, I was absolutely enchanted with the story
of how she was named, and am sorry that 0ld Weary Bones himself is

no longer with us. I think probably it was partly the name which

intrlgued me, if she had been called Anytime Annie or Impatient Virgin
§ should not have been interested. But the dog story disgusted me,

LG
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'ro'think that the crew of ‘'my' B 17 could haVQ
been so stupid to have parachuted a dog out At
the aircraft was beyond me.

Over the years when I have been at Madln?bﬂ

I have often. wondered whether: any of her Cre W wag
~there, and now I know that her original’ navigatee
was 1ndeed ‘buried there,_but was returned to The

.jUnlted States before I had progressed enough st
~my 1nvestlgatlons to- be able to v1s;t hls gray R

If so. dld he fly in her w1th another pllot7°AWY
tiny plece of information. helps ln thejlgsawZZe%
’trylng to put together.

Wlth good w1shes, D .X;D A%W S
N

Does your husband remember the ground crew
UNITED AGAINST CRUELTY TO ANIMALS
Sold in aid of:
ANIMALS' VIGILANTES, JAMES MASON HOUSE,
24 SALISBURY STREET, FORDINGBRIDGE, HANTS. SP6 1.
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March 14, 1995 *°

Hello Troy:

I just talked to you a few hours ago. I am so excited that some one
else 1s interested in h1story--and espec1a11y '"Weary Bones' history,
which :is very special ‘to me.

At this time, I will send you the addresses and phone numbers that I have.
You can begin with that. I told you I had photo s that I will share with
you if you do not have them.

Be sure you tell your grandmother we send our greet1ngs = We have

JUSt come thru your area. "I've seen Kaufman along the highway signk,

or at least it wounds- familiar. We will be in Gainesville Sunday, 19th R
where my Texas re]at1ves are- gettTng ‘together for a birthday celebrat1on i |
This is my side of the fam11y-—the Keils. And in Ft. Worth, I have a o |
second cousin, Ronald Dick who is interested in family hwstory We hope
to go to Russia next.year to. ‘visit where our grandparents came from. ’
I think I told you on the phone that my mothers parents were Germans from
Russ1a - Anyway, we do get to your area of Texas qu1te ‘often

Mike Kemp is degeﬁsed; I have th1s phone # for a son. 1 talked to M1ke S
daughter-in law. She indicated that the son was interested in Weary bones.
I had intended to get back to her but haven't. So now you can do that.

They 1ive in Huntingdon, Pa. in the house that Mike and his wife, Mid, 1ived
in.  the phone is 814-643-0956. The address I have written d@g is not the -
'"home' house we visited. This is what I have. It may be Mid's address and
she has remarried. 1316 Oneida St. Huntingdon Pa. 16652 Pf 4 Sheoof be o

THE PILOT: W.H, Walt Keilt
: 505 So. Rietze St. ‘
Concrete, WA 93237phone# 206-853-7843

JAMES SMITH Smitty wife Pat.

29 Duffy St.

Stamford, Ct. 06902 phone# 203-323-4339

CO-PILOT--REME FIX forgot wife's name
P.0. Box HCRi-85-ACRA :
New York, NY 12405  phone 518-622-9442

Bill Wiersma is deceased: - wife, Miriam Wiersma S She vige T oue &Yoo
' ‘ 180 Forest Ave, T RN e
Ramsey , N.J. 07446-2739 : e
“ : Phone--201-327-2541 ‘

Deceased: Shorty Alien--he v1s1ted us severa] t1mes
Harmsten

§
“Henry 'Hank' Larwig
2133 NW 25th ; ’ *
Okla. City, Ok. 73107-2501 phone 405-525-3218

Your best infomation person is Keilt. Start with him. 1'11 get back
to you later. This is just a starter!l!IIl ;




Lillian-M. Larwig
2133NW.25 .
Oklahoma City, OK 73.1,‘0,7 :




T

oy

III

- THE DAILY OKLAHOMAN/ OKLAHOMA CITY TIMES

‘ _8 Wednesday, October 1, 1997

o o

gl =]

= (D w

—Photo Provided

Retired University of Central Oklahoma professor Bill VanOsdol is shown here at the controls of a B-17 en route to Alaska.

Pilot Flies B-17 Durmg Tour

By Dennie Hall
Special Correspondent

EDMOND — An
icon of U.S. military
history roared from
Texas to Canada and
Alaska this summer,
giving an Edmond
man time to recall
days long gone.

Bill VanOsdol, a re-
tired University of
Central Oklahoma
professor, took turns
piloting a Boeing B-
17G Flying Fortress as
it lumbered across the
country. ]

The plane, now
owned by the Confed-

erate Air Force's Gulf [

Coast Wing, evolved
from the Boeing 299 to
become the country’s
best known and re-
spected heavy bomber
of World War II, the
B-17.

VanOsdol, a Navy
man from 1945 to 1947,
was one of the nine
who flew the big bird
on its mission this

- summer: gettlng pub

Circling to land in
Edmonton, the crew
saw a building on fire.
The news reporters
left the airport and
went to the fire scene,
a chocolate factory.
Without news cover-
age, business for

nnnnn M Aatliwmén  And

and let them dream.
All of them were too
young to have been
World War II pilots.”

Arriving in Fair-
banks, Alaska, was a
welcome change with
80-degree tempera-

. tures.

“MPhara  wara maodia

—Photo Provided

Bill VanOsdol helped fly this B-17 across the country this summer.

ing museum, rather
than having planes sit
idly rusting away on
static display,” he
added.

The Texas Raiders
B-17 is sponsored by
the Gulf Coast Wing
in Houston. It is one

of only eight to 12 fly-
ing B-17s left in the
world. The CAF has
two of them. The oth-
er one, Sentimental
Journey, is sponsored
by the Arizona Wing.

Anyone interested
in vintage aircraft, pi-
lot or not, can join-the
CAF, The Oklahoma
Wing meets at Wiley
Post Airport in ‘Okla-
homa City.

VanOsdol has

- packed much life in

his 70 vyears. He
served in the Navy on

-the USS Barnes, an es-

cort aircraft carrier.
Since retiring from
UCO four years ago he

has been doing re-

search on World War
II projects, resulting
in a book, “Famous
Americans in WWIL.”
“] still have two
planes, a Cessna Car-
dinal and a 52-year-old
7AC Champ ftraining
plane that I spent five
years restoring,” he
said. -



~ lic notice and raising
funds for the plane’s
upkeep.

The “Texas Raid-
ers,” as this group is
known, offered rides
and tours of the plane

~~when it'made stops. it

|
L

b

'
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gulps fuel at the rate
of 225 gallons an hour.

Departing Houston
on May 31, the plane
was loaded with 2,780
gallons of fuel and 37
gallons of oil for each
of the four 1,200-horse-
power engines. It
spent four unsched-
uled days in Billings,
Mont., undergoing re-
pairs.

“We departed Bil-
lings on June 5 head-
ed for Calgary, Cana-
da, where we had
been scheduled for a
week,” VanOsdol said.
“We did one heck of a

~ buzz fly -by over Run-

3

3
.

way 24 after we cir-
cled over Billings. -

“We flew in and out

of the clouds at
around 8,000 feet most
of the way to Calga-
Ry

Before leaving there,
the group called Red
Deer. Hundreds of
people, including the
press, were waiting at
the airport to see the
plane.

tours, T;shirts and
hats was scant.
In Grand Prairie, a

woman jumped from.

her car and ran to the
plane.

“She. stood looking
at it -and
poured out the tears
as she told us her late
husband had been a
World War II bomber
pilot,” VanOsdol said.
“Amazingly, even
young people who had
never seen a B-17
thanked us for bring-
ing it to their city.
That happened in ev-
ery city we visited.”

Strong head winds
and turbulence greet-
ed the group on the
way to White Horse in
the Yukon Territory.
Ice formed on the
plane’s wings, tail and
windshield.

“We stayed in White
Horse a week with a
disappointing turn-
out,” VanOsdol said.
“It was wet and cold
most of the time. We
were parked next to
the only airline that
was in and out, and
each time the pilots
would come over to
admire our old propel-
ler bird. We'd take
them up to the cockpit

simpiy-

_[“‘ -

“There were media
people all over the
place,” VanOsdol said.
“We were the first B-
17 in 40 years to fly
into Alaska. We had a
fantastic parade of

- people-every day.”  —

Likewise, the arrival
in Anchorage found
people fascinated with
the old plane. The Air
Force Association and
Alaska’s Legislature
gave a banquet for the
plane’s crew and
about 500 others.

The plane continued
on tour to Juneau and
then back across Can-
ada, landing back in
Texas on Aug. 14.

VanOsdol said the
Texas Raiders B-17 is
one of about 150
World War II planes
sponsored by the Con-
federate Air Force, a
volunteer group of
people “who give of
their time and spare
change to maintain
and fly the planes.

“The CAF considers
its mission to be a fly-
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Shot with a B.B. Goal
from Rex! :
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Concrete pzlot remains
matter-of-fact about
his experience in war

By BILL CRAIG
Staff Writer

50 CE

Copyright 2002, Skagit Valley Pibli

| Associated Pre_ss Writer

Election of hard-lin
could mean trouble
for Colombian rebel

By JARED KOTLER Uribe supporters
through Bogota with cam|
BOGOTA, Colombia — posters plastered on theii
Colombians willing to endure a dows, beeping their hor
bloody war in order to crush a celebration. *“This is the b
38-year-old insurgency on Sun- ning of a new country!” :
day elected as president Alvaro ed Enrique Vergara, a publ
Uribe, a hard- W e
liner who has going

nledoed 1o “I'ihﬂ elacted defeat the




Concrete pilot remains
matter-of-fact about
his experience in war

By BILL CRAIG
Staff Writer
ONCRETE — Walter “Wid-
geon” Keilt flew 28 missions
over Germany in World War II
in a B-17 Flying Fortress. He
came home without a scratch.

Today, the 80-year-old Concrete resi-
. dent flies his Grumman Widgeon float-
plane — the basis for his nickname — to
his cabin on a lake in British Columbia.

Keilt hasn’t let age, or colon cancer,
slow him down.

The veteran likes to work on his
planes in his hangar at the Concrete Air-
port. In addition to his Widgeon, Keilt
owns a Midget Mustang that he has
worked on for 15 years. Just a few more
hours of work and it should be ready to
fly, he said.

Born in New York and raised in New
Jersey, Keilt started flying when he was
14 or 15, after his father took him to see
an airplane in Hackensack.

“That’s what got me hooked,” he said.

Keilt then paid $10 to take flying

lessons.

ranklin Roosevelt asked for pilots to
join the war effort, Keilt volunteered for
the Army Air Corps Aviation Cadet pro-
gram.
Keilt wanted to fly P-38 Lightnings,

~ dual-engine fighter airplanes, but he was

assigned to B-17s. One Flying Fortress
could drop 4,000 pounds of bombs in
one trip and take brutal poundings from
enemy fire.

“T thought the B-17 was a wonderful
airplane,” he said.

' Commissioned as a first lieutenant,
Keilt was responsible for a crew of nine
men on his plane. For the most part, his
days were boring, he said. He flew mis-

Matt Wallis / Skagit Valley Herald
Walter Keilt of Concrete, who successfully flew 28 missions in Europe during
Worid War I, enjoys flying his 50-year-old Grumman Widgeon floatplane to a cabin

sions from three to nine hours, dropping
_ bombs over places named Berlin, Bre-

Kellt's mission logbook records his bombing runs
over locations in Europe. He was never shot down.

men, Frankfurt and Schweinfurt from his
base in Thurleigh, England.

Keilt and his crew assigned to the
Weary Bones earned the Distinguished
Flying Cross, an award that Keilt
humbly remarked was given out to a lot
of crews just for not getting themselves
killed.

in British Columbia.

“It was a morale-booster,” he said.

The crew received its distinguished
unit citation after taking enemy fire on
Feb. 22, 1944. While on a bombing run
to Bernbu:g, the plane was intercepted
by German Me-109s, their
200-millimeter cannons pop-

“For Christ’s sake, shoot!”
he barked.

When they landed, the
plane’s side was strafed with
bullets.

Being shot up wasn’t so

unusual for the massive bombers.

“There was a lot of flak flying
around,” Keilt said. “It was easy to get
flak holes.”

One time, he said, actor Jimmy
Cagney showed up in Thurleigh and
asked how the planes could still fly with

ping in the distance. all the holes in them.

“We could see the end of “They fly great as long as the holes
their wings winking at us,” he are in the right place,” Keilt told him.
said. “They would be like lit- Though not the stuff of movies,
tle balls of cotton.” Keilt’s experience was probably typical

When one of the planes of the 2 million people who served in the
screamed toward the B-17, war. There were periods of excitement,
Keilt called out to his gun- but, for the most part, it was monoto-
ners. nous.

More recently, Keilt waged a battle
that threatened his life as much as any
German Messerschmitt.

Last year he was diagnosed with

See PILOT, Page 26
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Pilot says
It’s past
history’

Continued from Page Al

colon cancer, but doctors were
able to get all of it out, he said.
He feels good now.

Keilt served in Europe for
about eight months and spent
three years in the Army Aifr
Corps.

About every six months,
Keilt will look at his black-and-
white pictures of old friends
and people he met. There is one
of a pretty woman with dark
hair that Keilt said he admired
— but for a short time.

“I dropped her like a hot
potato when I found out that she
smoked,” he said.

As for Memorial Day, Keilt
said he doesn’t celebrate the
war or attend parades.

“It’s just another day to me,”
he said matter-of-factly.
“Memorial Day is the day I
buried my cat.”

Keilt lives with another cat in
his Concrete apartment. Two
other cats visit often.

' For Keilt, taking part in the
war was something that had to
be done. When it was over, life
went on.

' “It’s past history,” he said.
“You can only live it once.”

In this photo taken in 1943 or 1944, the crew of the Weary Bones poses with their B-17

bomber. Walter Keilt is at the far right in the front row.

Looking at the war nearly
60 years hence, Keilt said he
and his crew had some fun.

One day his crew made a
parachute and oxygen mask for
a Scottish terrier named Boike
that the crew adopted as a mas-
cot and took to England from
Nebraska. The crew took
Boike on a run over Thurleigh
and threw him out. The para-
chute deployed, the dog landed
safely, yipped and promptly
ran to the nearest tree he could
find to relieve himself, Keilt
said.

Right before D-Day, June 6,

. 1944, Keilt left England to

become an instructor pilot in

Florida, where he remained
until the end of the war.

In the early 1950s, Keilt flew
out west and decided that he
liked it better than New Jersey.
He worked as a structural engi-
neer with Boeing and then with
Northrop. He built a house in
Seattle and then on Lake What-
com. He was married for two
years, but his wife didn’t enjoy
his Irish sense of humor, he said.

Keilt eventually settled in
Concrete after building a hangar
for the Widgeon he bought in
the mid-1950s. '

In his hangar, the Widgeon
sits prominently in the center
surrounded by barrels of oil and .

MEMORIAL DAY_ 2002

boxes. Having not been flown

'since last year, the Widgeon has

a thin coating of dust. Keilt
plans to fly to his cabin near
Lonesome Lake in British
Columbia, where he would like
to settle eventually.

Keilt’s fondness for airplanes
goes so far that he said he
would like to change his sur-
name to Widgeon. After all, he
said, folks in Concrete already
call him that. Why not make it
official?

“It wouldﬁ’t be too hard,” he
said with a smile.

M Bill Craig can be reached at
360-416-2145.
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Date: Mon, 19 Feb 2007 14:09:52 -0800 (PST)
From: “rc fixlett" <rcfixer@yahoo.com>
Subject: Visit With Chuck Fix

To: lilarwig@swbell.net

Mr and Mrs Larwig,

i hope you are both well. | apologize for taking so much time after the holidays to get back to you about a

visit. Between getting our son back to school in mid-January and then getting my wife off on a six-week trip to
Washington, DC, | lost track of time. | should have sent a short note to let you know 1 stili wanted to stop by. |
am sorry.

If you are free, would it be possible to stop by on Wednesday or Friday? Tdon't want tostay very tong; butt- -
would like to bring a picture of Mom and Dad and our family and a small gift for Mr Larwig. It is a copy of the
Combat Diary for the 368th Bombardment Squadron. It was published by the Historical Association of the 306th
Bomb Group and | think you might enjoy it.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

Chuck

Don't be flakey. Get Yahoo! Mail for Mobile and
always stay connected to friends.

http://us.f802.mail.yahoo.com/ym/ShowLetter?box=Inbox&Msgld=6098_13692686_4772... 2/19/2007
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Classic
Date: Mon, 31 Dec 2007 18: 20 55 -0600
To: "hlhan larwig” <h|arw1g@swbell net> -
From:i | "Dr. Vernon L Wllhams <kuhams@acu edu>

Subject: Re Echoes

Thank you for the kind words. | also hope you both get to come to the reunion in Little Rock. We will have some
oral history interview room set up throughout the reunion so he couid book an interview time. | am hoping many
will want to do that and help build the 306th Historical Collection of memories. | am glad that you received the
Echoes. With the late start on redesigning the Echoes upon Russell's format and the Christmas mailing season,
our non-profit mamng got last priority. We hope that next years October issue will be mailed on time and miss

be caught up and back on schedule with that issue.

_the holiday mail jams. We will be printing the January issue and mamng it late in January so it looks like we will

| hope both of you have had a wonderful holiday and | hope to meet you later this next year. Vernon Williams

At 06:03 PM 12/31/2007, you wrote:

Dear Dr. Williams:

Received the Echoes today. Have already read every article. | so enjoy leaming about
the various stories that are in the Echoes.

The main reason I'm writing, is to thank you for giving Russell Strong recognition for
the many years he gave to the 306th. In his last article in Echoes, he implied that
with that issue, it was to be the last. 1 also get the feeling from his article that he was
sad, defeated, and unhappy. | am sorry for that. He did so much for the 306th and
he deserves so much credit for keeping it alive all these years.

SO, A GREAT BIG THANK YOU.

I am the wife of a 306th veteran. He talks very little of his time in the service. Recently,
a young man, interviewed him about his service in England. | do not know what he

told him. Eventually, | will get to read it as | have been proof reading his material, which
is not military, but rather people his parents knew.

| hope | can talk my husband, Henry Larwig, into going to the next Convention. | would
enjoy it as | helped with the Convention when it was held in Oklahoma City several
years ago and loved meeting the people.

Sincerely. Lillian Larwig

Dr. Vernon L. Williams

Professor of History

President, Texas Oral History Association

Editor, Red River Valley Historical Journal

Editor, Echoes, the 306th Bomb Group Quarterly Newsletter
Director, East Anglia Air War Project

Web Site: www.acu.edu/anglia

Department of History

ACU Box 28130

Abilene Christian University
Abilene, TX 79699-8130

http://us.f802.mail.yahoo.com/ym/ShowLetter ?box=Inbox&Msgld=547_5678642_16471 ...

1/12/2008
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Office Phone: (325) 674-2150
FAX: (325) 674-2369 ‘
Email: vwilliams@acu.edu

http://us.f802.mail.yahoo.com/ym/ShowLetter?box=Inbox&Msgld=547_5678642_16471_... 1/12/2008




February 9, 2009
Pamela:

It was back in February 1993 that we corresponded. You wrote about the B-17,

Called ,Weary Bones. The pilot was Walter Keilt and my husband was Henry
Larwig, the engineer and top gunner. You asked me many questions about Weary
Bones but you gave me so much information about her after her crash and when
she was on the crash dump. How you played in her. | would like to know more
about your life with Weary Bones. The reason for interest now, is that a young
man who knows our family, is writing a book about his family and the other
families that were friends. In his book, he tells of Henry’s military service and when
| showed the author your letter, he got so excited. He wanted to know more and
asked so many questions. Questions, | hadn’t thought to ask back then.

How old were you when you first discovered Weary Bones?  How far was the
crash dump from your home? Did you live in Cambridge then? If you don’t mind
telling, when were you born? You were a child during WWII, you told me that in
your letter. You wrote in the letter in 1993, which | still have, that the school you
went to, was bombed. How old were you then? These are details that this author
is interested in. It will not be published to the public. He is writing it for his family
only. I have parts of his story already and it is very interesting to me because | lived
with his mother and her two children for three years until she remarried. He is
from the second marriage. (Her first husband killed in car crash)

| am sure | answered your letter in 1993 but | cannot remember that far back. | did
remember you writing to me that one time. | got your address from Walt Keilt. |
also know, he went to England and met you and he told me, he fell in love with
you, so you must have been quite a wonderful lady. You have been the only link |
have had with Weary Bones since she crashed.

Walter Keilt died in February 2008. We visited him in 1995 at his home. He already
had a heart problem then but was still flying the plane he built. We kept in touch
and when the correspondence stopped, | phoned the police in his town who gave
me a phone number of his friend but also told me he was deceased. Only two




member of the crew are still alive, my husband and the co-pilot, Rene Fix. Rene
and his wife live in NY state. | am in touch with them several times during the year.
Their son is retired from the military but the son’s wife is still in the military and
were stationed at the base in our City. They came to visit us. The son, Charles,
brought photo’s he had from his father and he and Henry enjoyed a nice visit.

Pamela, | would be so grateful if you would answer this letter. Henry had his 87"
birthday on February 6™ . Family all came to our house bringing food and we all
had a grand visit. | didn’t have to cook or clean up. | will be 84 in March, so we are
getting up in years. At present, we are healthy but tire easily and do everything
much slower. Both of us still drive our automobile. We have had a very good life.

Thank you for reading this and thank you in advance for answering this letter.
Lillian Larwig

2133 NW 25

Oklahoma City, OK 73107-2501

Phone: 405-525-3218 e-mail: lilarwig@swbell.net




14™ February 2003

Lillian,

Indeed | remember you writing. | hope you
can read my writing. | have arthritis, which makes
movement painful.

To answer our questions — | first discovered
Weary Bones on the crash dump in the autumn of
1944. Her accident, as you know, was on the 17"
September 1944, so it would have been shortly
after that when she arrived in Cambridge.

The part of the crash dump where she was is
about 1%2 miles from my home. The dump was
enormous and surrounded Marshalls Aerodrome.
We are almost under their flight path. There were
all types of aircraft there, fighters and bombers. |
remember Typhoons, Stirlings, another B17,
“Tugboat Annie’ — previously ‘Bat Outa Hell’
from the 303", The fighters were scary, because
they moved about as you climbed on them, the
aircraft were just dumped off the transports

‘higgeldy piggeldy’!
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Some planes were complete fuselages like Weary
Bones, others were small fragments. Weary
Bones was down on her belly. 1 used to get in
through the gash at the wing root where the
propellers of the plane that did the damage cut into
her, and sit in the pilot’s seat and wonder what has
happened to her to bring her here. She always felt
very safe and | was sure she had always looked
after her crews. Her tail, of course, was all but
missing, the vertical stabilizer gone. | remember
the big white letters B.O. and the dice painted on
her nose. Many of the dials were still in the dash
board. | was absolutely fascinated.

| was born in May 1927, so was just 17, still at
school although | started work about that time. |
only ever had one job, we were sent to a selected
employer, no choice. | was a medical secretary at
the then military hospital near my home. It was an
old workhouse, and had a few maternity beds and
some of the old people who were left. We were
the jaundice research unit and had prisoners back
from the
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Far East.

| still live in the same house, my parents
moved her in 1932 when | was 4 or 5. | remember
my father calling us to come and stand on the front
doorstep to see the B17s forming up. The sky was
full of them, it must have been late on during the
war, because they were nearly all silver, natural
aluminium finish. My mother used to put us to
bed on a mattress under the stairs during the raid,
as that was deemed to be the safest place. My
brother was only 5 at the beginning of the war, |
was just 12, and had just stated at the grammar
school. We moved to the new school building in
1940 or 1941. It was built close to a railway line
and road bridge. We were machine gunned not
bombed. I think the bomber crew thought it was a
factory. We used to go into the same basement
during the air raids. | remember going out onto
the hockey pitch after that raid and finding it



-
all scuffed up by the machine gun bullets.

The boys who played on the planes often took
souvenirs, perspex, etc. but | was a good little girl
and didn’t take anything. Of course, | wish now |
had taken something from Weary Bones, but that
would have been stealing. The entrances to the
dump were guarded by armed soldiers, but | used
to go in along the stream, where | had been
visiting poor old cart horses which were destined
for slaughter.

About 18 months ago my late cousin’s
daughter contacted Ralph Franklin of the 306™ this
end. We met him when Walter was over and he
showed us around the base and he sent her Weary
Bones mission list for me. | do not have a
computer or want one. It doesn’t quite agree with
the information Walter gave me, but it is more or
less the same.

| thought Walter Keilt had died
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a long time ago — about 1998 — as | saw his name

INn the memorial book at Duxford which | assumed
contained the names of those who had died.

My mother died in 1997 and | was completely
exhausted. | was then ‘responsible’ for my Aunt
and Uncle who had no children — my Aunt died 2
years ago, my Uncle in 1998, my brother lives in
Sweden.

To return to Weary Bones, | was also in touch
with Robert Edwards who was piloting her on the
day of the accident, who also gave me much
Information about it. Sadly | heard from his wife
at Christmas 2007 that he had died the previous
June. Walter said he might contact him but | don’t
think he ever did.

The crash dump is now under the ring road
and a housing estate although the spot where
Weary Bones rested is still just alongside the road
covered in shrubs and bushes.
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| am glad you are both well. | am still driving
my little Mini-Cooper. When | have to give up,
for whatever reason, | shall be virtually
housebound as the arthritis makes walking very

difficult, and I can to very little now before | need
a rest.

If you, or your friend, have any more
questions, do not hesitate to ask if you think | can
be of help.

With best wishes.
Pamela Austin
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MAIL Classic

Pam Austins letter Tuesday, July 7, 2009 5:04 PM

Fronm: "lillian larwig" <lilarwig@swbell.net>
To: "Lil" <lilarwig@swbell.net>

26th June, 2009

Hello Lillian: -

Sorry for the delay. | have been hunting for photograph. By September 1944, we had been at
war for five years, and as far as | know, there was not film available for civilians, only the military
had film. we certainly didn't see any. The best | can do is the little snapshot--one of about 40 --
taken just after. The photo f me in September last year is the most recent one | have. My brother
was over and we went for lunch at a little village pub near hear--it was very windy!!

Somewhere | have film | took when Walter was here but | cannot find it. | will keep looking!
The two snaps | have enclosed were taken when we were at Thurleigh by Ralph Franklin (306th
Historian this end) and sent to me by Walter after he returned home. R.F. kindly took us over
the base, he spotted Walter's triangle H cap whilst we were in the village. We had some
argument, | remember about whether we were on the right bardstand. | said we were because of
the farm house in the back ground. Walter said we were not, as it was nearer the trees. After
some tooing and frsing, | asked Rolf Franklin if the trees had been nearer in the was years
(camouflage) and he said they were, but had been cleared for more farmland. So that was
settled.

Thank you for your photograph, you look very happy people.
| have several photographs of Weary Bones and crew and the one of the chawed up tail
following the accident, but | am sure you will have these also. If not, | will send them to you if you
let me know.

About 10 months ago, | at last obtained Weary Bones mission list(via a computerized cousin)
who contacted the 306th Association) Again thanks to Ralph Franklin. She was about to take off
on her 70th mission when the accident occurred but | am sure you know all about it.

We are having a hot spell, but thunder storms today. | can't tolerate the heat now adays.

My brother and his wife were over for a reunion at the week end for a flying visit.

Let me know if you want the photographs, most are .(doubles?)

Best Wishes Pam Austin

http://us.mc802.mail.yahoo.com/mc/showMessage?sMid=0&filterBy=&midlndex=0&mid=... 7/7/2009
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[ No Subject ] Saturday, July 11, 2009 3:38 PM

From: "lillian larwig" <lilarwig@swbell.net>
Tae: "Lil" <lilarwig@swbell.net>

Hello Pamela:

What a joy to see the photo's you sent to me. Walter did not share any photo's of you or very
few of the war years and none of Weary Bones. We do have a number of photo' of the
Weary Bones crew. | am sharing information of Weary Bones with the sons and grandsons
of some of the crew. Michael (Mike) Kemp's son asked for information and | have sent him
crew photo's and the little information | have, mostly from you. Then, Tex Vaught's grandson
has asked for any information. Tex is the only name | knew. He was from Texas so that is
why he got the nickname- Tex.

You are quite a beauty. Thanks for the photo of you. You asked if | would like to have more
photo's, especially of Weary Bones--yes, yes. | just checked and found a photo of Weary
Bones after the crash. It shows onlythe back view of a plane. Does not show any other
plane under or above it. It sits on the ground. Is this the photo you also have? | will share
what | have in case you don't have this one. | do not know where this photo came from.
Perhaps, Walter sent it to us. | have some story's of Walter from his home town paper and |
think | can make a copy of it if you are interested. Let me know.

I am so happy that you have continued to keep in touch with me. | knew very little about
Walters's visit with you except he 'fell in love with you and wanted you to come to the U.S.
and marry him." That was not possible at the time and he accepted that but was so glad to
have met you. From your last letter, you and Walter must have been able to see the
museum of the 306th Bomb Group. Are there any photo's available of the museum? | am so
sorry that Henry was not interested in going to England with a group of veterans who visited
the former air field and also the museum. | sure wanted to go but he did not. Now, we are
not physically able to travel that far.

Can | pay you for the photo's you sent? for the postage you are using to send mail to me? |
am just so happy to stay in contact with you. | am willing to pay you.

Are you interested in any photo's | have? | have a photo of Walter when he came to our City
and visited us. He was really a young man then. | can't seem to find any photo's of when we
visited him in 1994 at his town in Washington State. | don't have any photo's of the plane he
built. Why didn't | take pictures or did | and | just have not found them. There was a few
years that | took slides and never had any printed and that may be the reason [ don't have
any prints. Stay in touch, love hearing from you and your stories. If you have the time, you
might tell me of you life during the war years. Buzz bombs etc. We never had to experience
that, thank God, but we read about it in the papers. | appreciate any story you wish to share.
Take care, God bless and keep in touch. Lillian

http://us.me802.mail.yahoo.com/mc/showMessage?sMid=0&filterBy=&midIndex=0&mid... 7/11/2009
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o "lillian larwig" <lilarwig@swbell.net>
"Lil" <lilarwig@swbell.net>

Pamela Austin letter: dated, 1st November 2009

Hello Lillian:
A very wet and Windy Sunday, so | have been looking for photographs.

You asked about wartime memories. | may have told you before that | was in the garden when Mill Road
bridge was bombed. | was 12 or 13 at the time and was standing on the garden gate trying to glimpse a very
low flying aircraft. Looking back over the house, | was horrified to see a a wing tip lift over the rood with a
swastika on it. | dashed back to the house-- never ran so fast on the track!--as the crunch of bombs assailed
my ears. they missed Mill Road bridge but fell either side, demolishing two rail worker houses. Michael
Bowyer, the historian told me they were after the engine turntable on Cambridge station. About 50 years later,
a lovely ginger cat called Winston, used to visit me for tidbits. Eventually, | found she lived in Catherine Street
whose garden back onto ours, and belonged to Chris and Roger Simpkins. roger had been a baby in his
brother's arms in one of the houses demolished, but they escaped without injury although they had to move in
with an aunt and never went back to the Mili Road house. It's about 400 yards from here. | believe the bomber
was shot down by fighters from Deborn

We didn't have any buzz bombs on Cambridge, they mostly fall in the country side around here. Aimed at
London, | think. we were at the limit of their range. It was terrible to hear them go put-putting over and waiting
for the engine to cut out when they would fall. They and the V2 rockets caused great devastation when they fall
in built up areas.

As it was the 70th anniversary on 3rd September since the out break of war, there has been quite a lot of
articles in the paper--reminiscences, so | enclose these for your interest. | should, of course, be interested in
the articles/photo you have if they differ from these | am enclosing. It may be the same photo you have of
Weary Bones on the ground--it's a miracle there wasn't air explosion, as both were full of bombs and fuel. |
have a letter from Robert Edwards, her pilot on the day of the crash, 17th September 1944. Contrary to the
rules, he had his rear Gunner up in the plane for take off, as she was an 'old lady’ nearing the end of her
operational career, so saving him from injury. I'lt look the letter out.

| would never have come to America, | am East Anglican born and bred and | love my little green corner of
England, and have never traveled well.

One of the things | missed most as a child was confectionery. After Sunday School, | used to look with
longing in the sweet shop window on the corner opposite the chapel. It was full of Cadburry chocolate bars but
they were all dummies, made with cardboard. The sweet ration was just 2 ozs. a week at one time. There was
black market food, of course, but we never had any dealings with them. However my poor brother managed to
feed us, | cannot imagine. Once | remember queering? (cant' read the word, lil} for ages for a cake on the
market square and leaving it in my bicycle basket whilst | visited my grandparents whose house fronted on
Midsommer Common, leaning my bike against the railings. When | came out to go home, | found to my great
dismay that on of the houses grazing on the common had put his head over the rail and almost completely
demolished the hard won cake! | cannot remember the aftermath or what excuse | gave my brother.

Clothing was very difficult and rationed with coupons for everything.. At the end of each school year we had a
sale, outgrown items of uniforms would be brought in to be sold to younger smaller pupils. Rules on school
uniform were quite strick. even during the was. Only pupils who had been evacuated from other schools in
more at risk areas were allowed to wear their own old school uniform.

During the was the Derby was run at Newmarket and my first visit to the racecourse was on June 19th 1943,
derby Day. We were to go on a school trip to Wicken Fen nature reserve near here, together with the boy's
grammar school meeting outside their school in Hill Road--my friend and | were late and missed the main party.
Nothing faunted?, we set off on our bicycles to catch them up. Out along the Newmarket Road we pedaled.
"What a lot of people going to Wickan Fan" we said as we joined the throng. No cars, no patrol, just bikes. It
was Derby Day and we ended up on the recourse. | saw Straight Deal win the Derby but in love with our "also
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ran’ in the last race.--Ti-Chin--and was hooked for life.
Tie time and getting dark,
Keep well over the winter.
Best Wishes Pam

Pam added another page:
P.S. We had a rare treat about a month ago Marschall's aerodrome celebrated their 100th birthday with a
flying display which my neighbour and | watched from the garden. His father was a pilot in WWiL.

We saw 8 Tiger __roths flying in formation, man fighters, the Vulcan, the
red Arrows and to my delight, { saw the B17 from Duxford come in to land.

The wash dump where Weary Bones ended her days, surrounded Marshalls and is only about a mile from
here. Every time | go to Newmarker, | pass the spot where she rested as a road runs through it now. | used to
call it 'Weary Bones' road.

During the filming of the Memphis Belle, we often saw them flying and all of them flew over the race course
when | was at Newmarket, bit | didn't have my camera ready!

The photograph you have of Weary Bones down on her belly is aimost certainly the one | have "after the
accident". Does it say 'getting ready for the 70th mission'?

These are all the photo's | have--all the information | have about them is on the back from Waiter.

We are having a postal strike, so | don't know when you will receive them. Any questions, just let me know.

If we had been invaded in 1940, | would join 'the resistance’. as a runner/messenger. | would shoot my
mother first so that she did not fall into the hand of the Germans. | don't know how, 1 didn't have a gun. My
Father would, of course, have been killed by them. | don't know what would have happened to my little brother,
he was too small to have run away with me.

One of the most distressing things for a child was the many pets destroyed because of the fear of gas
attacks, which we were expecting. (I always carried my gas mask but hated wearing it. It was
(darvunmy) and claustrophobic and the shortage of food for them.

The racing/breeding industry was very hard hit. Rations were only available for mares who had bred a
winner, so many beautiful young mares were destroyed because they had not yet bred winners. My first
favourite, Ti-Chin, was foaled in 1839, and his dam, Jacqueline of Naidault, was destroyed to comply with
government policy. Tich won 5 races and held the Tfurlong track record on the July course at Newmarket, June
1944, for very many years.

Lil's note: Pam must have loved horses and racing. Her stationery had something like;
Save the animals etc on it. So, she is an animal lover.
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"lillian larwig" <lilarwig@swbell.net>
"Lit" <lilarwig@swbell.net>

HELLO

| am writing this to Mike Kemp's son in PA and to Tex Vaughn's grandson in Texas. Also, | am going to label all
photo's with a number with explanation of the photo, if | know it. In that way, you can arrange the photo's
however you wish.

| apologize for not getting to this sooner but other things were taking up my time and it was sort of put 'on the
back burner'. sorry.

[ met all members of the crew except Shelby Tanner, the navigator and Howard Harmsten, the bombardier. It
was truly a joy to meet all the others. In this letter, | will describe each one as | remember them.

Bill Wiersma, the tail gunner: he was a fun character. He came home on leave with Henry several times to
Okiahoma City. My Dad needed work shoes. Just in passing he mentioned it as items were rationed during the
was plus, my Dad probably did not have the money at that time for new shoes. So, the very next time, Henry
and Bill came to our house, Bill had two pairs of shoes, high top shoes that my Dad needed. Of course, he
stole them from the military. And Bill's home in NJ is where | planned the first reunion of the crew. Photo's in
your packet.

James P. Smith, Smitty, was from Ct was the second reunion and only Smitty, Henry and pilot, Walt Keilt were
there and both Keilt and we stayed in Smitty's home. Smitty came to our home in OKC on his honeymoon, en
route to Texas to visit Tex. If | remember correctly, he worked at a bar and brought the largest doll for cur very
young daughter. He later was a fireman and when we visited him, he had retired but had his fireman crew bring
the big fire truck to his house to show us what he used to do.

Henry Larwig, engineer, was my husband. He died Oct. 21, 2009. In December of 2009, we would have been
married 65 years. After he came home from the Air Force, he worked for Bell Telephone for a little over 38
years. He began as an installer in our down town area for large company's, like the gas company, telephone
company, Kerr McGee oil company and a few others. When Kennedy came to OKC, he set up the RED
PHONE for him and saw him, but did not meet him. Other persons he shook hands with that impressed me
was John Wayne. Wayne was in town for some event and also a parade, which | withessed and saw Wayne
within 6 feet of me. What a handsome brute he was. There were many movie stars he also got to meet,
because he worked the downtown area and he was called upon to set up phone service for some as they
stayed in the down town hotels.

George Alien, Shorty, the radio man. He was short. He and his wife came through OKC on several occasions
and we had a chance to visit. | almost think, memory a little faint on this, but Kemp and Allen worked the postal
service and rode a train between cities sorting mail.

Philip Vaught, waist gunner, Tex. He and his wife and young daughter visited us in OKC several times. We also
visited them in Texas. | have forgotten what profession he was in. | do remember on one of their trips to our
home, | had black rye bread and Tex made the comment that he hadn't seen that kind of bread since he came
back from the service. Henry was born in Germany and his family ioved the black bread which is still served in
Germany o this day. They also have other breads too.

Mike Kemp, ball turret gunner. Mike and his wife came to the NJ. at the Wiersma home and on our way back
toward Oklahoma, we stopped at the Kemp home for several days. At that time, their two boys were quite
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young. Their grandma lived with them. They lived in a house that really surprised me. It was a narrow house,
but three stories high. In Oklahoma where | lived most of my life, our houses were almost never three stories
high and were a much wider house, including, possibly, at least two rooms across the house. If | remember
correctly, the Kemps house was one room across. Something new for this Oklahoma gal. Loved it though. Mike
took us to a cave. | never liked caves but | did not mention this to him and really enjoyed the trip. After Mike's
death, | continued to be in touch with his wife for a while. She and | corresponded while the guys were in
service. | so enjoyed her, a great lady.

Walter Keilt, pilot, Walt. Walt come to OKC several times after he was out of service. We had a business that
sold airpiane parts and he came to purchase some items. He came {o our house and also, at other times, we
met him at his motel. In 1995, Henry and | made a trip to Concrete, WA to visit him. He lived at the base of a
mountain, which at one point, we drove to the top of the mountain. It was snow covered except the parking lot.
Walt and Henry walked out to an edge, and looking down, was a large lake. | was scared to get on the ice
cause it was slick. | watched the guys, knowing they would fall over the edge and land in the lake. They didn't.
Beautiful. Concrete is a very wooded area, not a large town, but it had a small airport, surrounded by
mountains. Walt had built a plane and we went to the hangar fo see it. He had puiled the two seats out to work
on it. He insisted | take a ride with him. | was scared to death, all | could imagine was this tiny plane and all
around the field, mountains. Lucky for me, he had a problem with the fuel line and decided it was not safe {o
take off. Whee, was | glad. He did fly to other areas to fish and as he loved the outdoors, he flew whenever he
could to those places. Henry said he was married briefly before he went into the service but he never
mentioned it to me and he lived a bachelor life. He had a brother with a family somewhere East U.S. but
seems they were never close. He died before Walt. | understand that his sister in law took care of

Walt's' funeral. A close pilot friend of Walt's took care on Walt's person affairs on his death. | tried to find out his
actual death date but the man | contacted never returned my calls or letters.

Rene Fix, co-pilot. From what the other enlisted men and also Walt told me, that Rene did not mix with the rest
of the crew very much. But, Rene and his wife were on their way to Florida in their very large house trailer and
made a stop near OKC. They phoned and | went to where they were parked and brought them to our home. |
took off work the next day and took them around our City. They are very wonderful people. We had a good
visit.

Since Henry's death, only Rene is alive of the original crew. Rene became a pilot while in England, left the
Weary Bones crew, if | have my story correct (or the crew finished their tour and then he became a pilot, any
way, he was a pilot on another piane, another crew)

He was shot down but do not remember the details just now, but did come home safely. | have more
information on him but not right in front of me, when found, | will send it to you.

Tanner, navigator, and Harmsten, bombardier, | was in touch with after the war. Mostly with their wives. And
then, | guess, we just kind of lost touch. Again, if | find anything on these two, | shall send it to you.

Pamela Austin lives in Cambridge, England. As a girl, she lived near the 'dump' where they dumped
the damaged planes. Her letters to me explain that part. There is a museum in England, near or on
the former air strip that is quite large. A group of 306th persons went to England {o see the museum. A couple
in England were very important in founding this museum. The English people are very fond of the Americans
who came and won the war. Well, helped win the war and the English people are still remembering those days,
persons like Pamela. But that generation is dying out, will the next generation remember??

| needed to get this information down for myself too, so | hope you haven't minded reading it all. | would love to
hear from both of you to find out more about your information on your - parent- grandfather. Keep in touch and
please let me know you received the packet of photo's and stuff. Kemp, if you have email, send me your
address. Mine is at top of this writing. Lil

Lillian Larwig, 2133 NW 25th Okla.City, OK 73107 phone. 405-525-3218

Would love to have you come to our City, visit and | could take you around to show off what we have in OKC.
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A PRAYER HYMN

for
Those in Active Service
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A PRAYER HYMN FOR

1. Holy Father, in Thy mercy
Hear our anxious prayer;

Keep our loved ones, now far ab-
sent,

’Neath Thy care.

BULLINGER. 8 5 8 3. Music by Ethelbert William Bullinger.
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THOSE IN ACTIVE SERVICE

2. Jesus, Saviour, let Thy presence
Be their light and guide;
Keep, O keep them, in their service
At Thy side.

Words by Isabella Stephenson.
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5. Holy Spirit, let Thy teaching
Sanctify their life;

Send Thy grace that they may
conquer

6. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
God, the One in Three,

Bless them, guide them, save them,
keep them

In the strife. Near to Thee. Amen.
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Date: Mon, 27 Feb 2006 20:40:34 -0600 (Central Standard Time)
From: “Harwig" <flarwig@cox.net>
To: "Larwig, Lil" <Lilarwig@swbeli.net>

Subject: Fw: Great Story

Lil, this one for Henry. derf

—---—Original Message--—--

From: William A. Schumann

Date: 02/27/06 14:39:26

To: pchrib@cox.net; WEVIW@yahoo.com; DickDelg@cox.net; EmilEmanuel@comporium.net;
jackf1@cox.net; WNFields@comcast.net; BRHoon@aol.com; flarwig@cox.net;

sl;gnski _@wmconnect com BaronMim@mindsprmgg_m; NCBR@cinet.net;

Subject Great Story

You may have heard this before but its worth reading again..

B-17s - Like Mated Dragonflies

Tomorrow morning they'll lay the remains of Glenn Rojohn to rest in the Peace Lutheran Cemetery in
the little town of Greenock, Pa., just southeast of Pittsburgh. He was 81, and had been in the air
conditioning and plumbing business in nearby McKeesport.

If you had seen him on the street he would probably have looked to you like so many other
graying,bespectacled old World War II veterans whose names Appear so often now on obituary pages. But
like somany of them, though he seldom tatked about it, he could have told you one hell of a story. He won
the Distinguished Flying Cross and the Purple Heart ail in one fell swoop in the skies over Germany on
Decémber 31, 1944. e S e . e

Fell swoop indeed. Capt. Glenn Rojohn, of the 8th Air Force's 100th Bomb Group, was flying his B-17G
Flying Fortress bomber on a raid over Hamburg. His
Formation had braved heavy flak to drop their bombs, then turned 180 degrees to head out over the North
Sea. They had finally turned northwest, headed back
To England, when they were jumped by German fighters at 22,000 feet.

The Messerschmitt Me-109s pressed their attack so closely that Capt. Rojohn could see the faces of
the German pilots. He and other pilots fought to remain In formation so they couid use each other's guns to
defend the group. Rojohn saw a B-17 ahead of him burst into flames and slide sickeningly toward the earth.
He gunned his ship forward to fill in the gap.

He felt a huge impact. The big bomber shuddered, felt suddenly very heavy and began losing altitude.
Rojohn grasped almost immediately that he had Collided with another plane. A B-17 below him, piloted by
Lt. william G. McNab, had slammed the top of its fuselage into the bottom of Rojohn's.

The top turret gun of McNab's plane was now locked in the belly of Rojohn's plane and the ball turret in
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the belly of Rojohn's had smashed through the top Of McNab's. The two bombers were almost perfectly
aligned - the tail of the lower plane was slightly to the left of Rojohn's tailpiece. They were stuck Together,
as a crewman later recalled, "like mating dragon flies." No one will ever know exactly how it happened.
Perhaps both pilots had moved Instinctively to fill the same gap in formation.Perhaps McNab's plane had hit
an air pocket.

Three of the engines on the bottom plane were still running, as were all four of Rojohn's. The fourth engine
on the lower bomber was on fire and the Flames were spreading to the rest of the aircraft.

The two were losing altitude quickly. Rojohn tried several times to gun his engines and break free of the
other plane. The two were inextricably locked

Together.

Fearing a fire, Rojohn cuts his engines and rang the bailout bell. If his crew had any chance of parachuting,
he had to keep the plane under control Somehow. The ball turret, hanging below the belly of the B-17, was
considered by many to be a death trap - the worst station on the bomber. In this case,

Both ball turrets figured in a swift and terrible drama of life and death. Staff Sgt. Edward L. Woodall, Jr., in
the ball turret of the lower bomber, had felt the impact of the collision above him and saw shards of metal
drop past him. Worse, he

-~Realized both electrical and -hydraulic power was gone. Remembering escape drills, he grabbed the

handcrank, released the clutch and cranked the
Turret and its guns until they were straight down, then turned and climbed out the back of the turret up

into the fuselage.

Once inside the plane's belly Woodall saw a chilling sight, the ball turret of the other bomber protruding
through the top of the fuselage. In that turret, hopelessly trapped, was Staff Sgt. Joseph Russo. Several
crew members on Rojohn's plane tried

Frantically to crank Russo's turret around so he could escape. But, jammed into the fuselage of the lower
plane, the turret would not budge. Aware of his plight, but possibly unaware that his voice was going out
over the intercom of his plane, Sgt. Russo began reciting his Hail Marys.

Up in the cockpit, Capt. Rojohn and his co-pilot, 2nd Lt. William G. Leek, Jr., had propped their feet against
the instrument panel so they could pull back

On their controls with all their strength, irying to prevent their plane from going into a spinning dive that
would prevent the crew from jumping out. Capt. Rojohn motioned left and the two managed to wheel the
grotesque, collision-born hybrid of a plane back toward the German coast. Leek felt like he was intruding on
Sgt. Russo as his prayers crackled over the radio, so he pulled off his flying helmet with

Its earphones.

Rojohn, immediately grasping that crew could not exit from the bottom of his plane, ordered his top turret -
gunner and his radio operator, Tech Sagts. Orville Elkin and Edward G. Neuhaus, to make their way to the
back of the fuselage and out the waist

door behind the left wing. Then he got his navigator, 2nd Lt. Robert Washington, and his bombardier, Sgt.
James Shirley to follow them. As Rojohn and Leek somehow held the plane steady, these four men, as well
as waist gunner Sgt. Roy Little

and tail gunner Staff Sgt. Francis-Chase were-able to- bail out Now the plane-locked below them was

aftame. Fire poured over Rojohn's left wing. He could feel the heat from the plane below and hear the

sound of 50 caliber machine gun ammunition

"cooking off" in the flames.

Capt. Rojohn ordered Lieut. Leek to bail out. Leek knew that without him helping keep the controls back,
the plane would drop in a flaming spiral and the centrifugal force would prevent Rojohn from bailing. He .
refused the order. Meanwhile, German
soldiers and civilians on the ground that afternoon looked up in wonder. Some of them thought they were
seeing a new Allied secret weapon - a strange
eight-engined double bomber. But anti-aircraft gunners on the North Sea coastal island of Wangerooge had
seen the collision. A German battery captain wrote in his loghook at 12:47 P.M.: "Two fortresses collided in
a formation in the NE. The
planes flew hooked together and flew 20 miles south.The two planes were unable to fight anymore. The
crash could be awaited so I stopped the firing at these two planes.”

Suspended in his parachute in the cold December sky,Bob Washington watched with deadly fascination as
the mated bombers, trailing black smoke, fell to earth about three miles away, their downward trip ending
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in an ugly boiling blossom of fire. In the cockpit Rojohn and Leek held grimly to the controls trying to ride a
falling rock. Leek tersely recalled, "The ground came up faster and faster. Praying was allowed. We gave it

one last effort and slammed into the ground.” The McNab plane on the

bottom exploded, vaulting the other B-17 upward and forward. It hit the ground and slid along until its left

wing slammed through a wooden building and the  smoldering mass of aluminum came to a stop.

Rojohn and Leek were still seated in their cockpit. The nose of the plane was relatively intact, but

everything from the B-17's massive wings back was

destroyed. They looked at each other incredulously. Neither was badly injured. Movies have nothing on

reality. Still perhaps in shock, Leek crawled out

through a huge hole behind the cockpit, feit for the familiar pack in his uniform pocket and pulled out a

cigarette. He placed it in his mouth and was about

to light it. Then he noticed a young German soldier pointing a rifle at him. The soldier looked scared and
e annoyed. He grabbed the cigarette out of Leek's

mouth and pointed down to the gasoline pouring out over the wing from a ruptured fuel tank.

Two of the six men who parachuted from Rojohn's plane did not survive the jump. But the other four and,
s~ APRAZINGHY; four men from-the other bomber, including ball turret gunner Woodall, survived. All-were taken -
prisoner. Several of them were

interrogated at length by the Germans until they were satisfied that what had crashed was not a new
American secret weapon.

Rojohn, typically, didn't talk much about his Distinguished Flying Cross. Of Leek, he said, "In all fairness to
my co-pilot, he's the reason I'm alive today.” Like so many veterans, Rojohn got back to life
unsentimentally after the war, marrying and

raising a son and daughter. For many years, though, he tried to link back up with Leek, going through
government records to try to track him down.

It took him 40 years, but in 1986, he found the number of Leek's mother, in Washington State. Yes, her
son Bill was visiting from California. Would

Rojohn like to speak with him? Two old men on a phone line, trying to pick up some familiar timbre of
youth in each other's voice. One can imagine that first conversation between the two men who had shared
that wild ride in the cockpit of a B-17.

A year later, the two were reunited at a reunion of the 100th Bomb Group in Long Beach, Calif. Bill Leek
died the following year. Glenn Rojohn was the last

survivor of the remarkable piggyback flight He was like thousands upon thousands of men -- soda jerks and
lumberjacks, teachers and dentists, students and lawyers and service station attendants and store clerks
and farm boys -- who in the prime of their

lives went to war in World War I1.

They sometimes did incredible things, endured awful things, and for the most part most of them pretty
much kept it to themselves and just faded back into

the fabric of civilian life. Capt. Glenn Rojohn, AAF, died last Saturday after a long siege of illness. But he
T apparently faced that final battle-with the same-grim aplomb. he displayed. that remarkable day over
Germany so long ago. Let us be thankful for such men. A great story. I wonder how many more stories like
this one are lost each day as members of the Greatest Generation pass orn.

eany
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Email- lilarwig@swbell.net

306" Bomb Group WWII England

Pilot Walter Keilt gave me Pamela Austin’s address after he had visited her in
England.

| wrote to her and asked her to tell me about Weary Bones, the B-17 my husband
flew in his missions over Germany. The enclosed copy of her letter is enclosed. |
am sorting through my husband, Henry Larwig’s, military papers and found the

™ letter. Thought it might be of some interest to someone or even for the museum.

As of this date, only two of the original crew are still alive. Pilot, Walter Keilt died

in February 2008. Co-pilot, Rene Fix and his wife live in NY State. | am in touch with
them. Their son, Charles Fix, is retired from the military. His wife is Brig Gen Judy
Fedder, still active duty and just left Tinker Field Base in Midwest City,OK. they
visited us several times but have now been moved to another base. | continue to
be interested in the 306™ Echoes and read each issue. | thank all who are still
active in keeping the 306" active by reports, meetings and the museum in

England. | so wish | had gone on the trip when a group visited the museum several
years ago. Now, neither one of us are able to travel that far. Keep up the good
work. If you see or are in touch with Mr. Albert McMahan, tell him ‘hello’ from

Oklahoma and the Larwigs.

Lillian Larwig 2133 nw 25" st. Okla. City, OK 73107




Keilt &
Fix

Just a note to tell you that Smitty died. His daughter
sent me a note last week and sent the small card
that | have made a copy of, and sending it to you.

Smitty has been in bad health for some time. | talked
to him at Christmas time and he said he was in really
bad shape. His handwriting was very shaky too.

His wife Pat: 29 Duffy St.
Stamford, CT 06902

Their daughter that wrote to me:
Pat Scalese

66 Falls Rd.

Bethany, CT 06524

In case you want to be in touch with either of them.

We are doing OK. ! am to have my left kidney removed

on March 6th. Planning a quick recovery.

Henry feeling fine, getting more sassy----he is still doing

a lot of volunteer work, some telephone work and other
small building jobs, like ramps for wheel chairs. Keeps
him busy and he likes doing it. His hearing is very bad.
He just went to a hearing clinic and got new hearing aids,
and it helps some, but its like yelling at him to really have
him hear and understand. One doctor told me that he had
selective hearing. Meaning, if he didn't want to listen, he
turned the hearing aids off. He really does that sometimes.
But he's a good guy, hearing loss or not and | plan to
keep him around for awhile.

Let me hear from you soon.
Lil
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THIRD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

617 South 22nd Street

Birmingham, Ala. 35233
“I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd
giveth his life for the sheep.’ John 10:11 is the
basis for this stained glass window, “The Good
Shepherd", created from a painting by the German
artist Bernhard Plockhorst. Given by Dr. and
Mrs. J.A. Bryan in memory of a daughter who

died in infancy. Photograph by Wm. A, Wilson
e,
S f‘“—‘
L]

gia oty T

POST CARD

Address

Birmingham, Ala. 35222

?

B

:
M

-
t '
Graphic Ph




	1 Henry Larwig Military Record
	1941 Army Song Book
	1943 Poem 'Lightnings in the Sky'
	1943-01(Jan-Mar) Henry Larwig training spiral notebook
	1943-03(Mar)-07 Henry Larwig B-17F Airplane Mechanics Diplom
	1943-03(Mar-Apr) Henry Larwig training green memo book
	1943-04(Apr)-23 Henry Larwig B-17F Factory Training Certific
	1943-04(Apr)-23 Henry Larwig B-17F Factory Training Diploma 
	1943-06(Jun)-21 Henry Larwig Flexible Gunnery Certificate
	1943-09(Sep)-01 Henry Larwig Assignment to Flight Status
	1944-01(Jan)-05 Boike - dog parachutist
	1944-02(Feb) Manual #10 Arctic & Tropic Aircraft Maint
	1944-04(Apr)-03 Pilot Keilt letter to parents of co-pilot Re
	1944-05(May) Henry Larwig Indiv Flight Record
	1944-05(May)-27 Henry Larwig Authorize Return to US
	1944-05(May)-27 Henry Larwig Reassignment letter
	1944-07(Jul)-01 Henry Larwig Special Orders to Flight Duty
	1944-07(Jul)-21 Henry Larwig Cpt Reeder Letter of Recommenda
	1944-08(Aug)-18 Henry Larwig, Lt Keilt Letter of Recommendat
	1944-09(Sep)-05 Henry Larwig Certificate for AP Mechanic bad
	1944-09(Sep)-18 Henry Larwig Authorize Engineering Patch
	1944-09(Sep)-18 Henry Larwig return to US assignment recomme
	1944-10(Oct)-11 Pilot Kielt letter to Hank
	1944-10(Oct)-25 Henry Larwig Special Orders Transfer to Chan
	1944-11(Nov)-05 Sgt Kiefer & French Underground in Paris
	1944-11(Nov)-08 Shorty Allen letter to Hank
	1944-12(Dec)-07 Pilot Kielt Christmas Card & note to Hank La
	1944-12(Dec)-21 James Smith Christmas Card to Hank Larwig
	1945-01(Jan)-08 Henry Larwig War Dept Dependent Benefits App
	1945-03(Mar)-01 Henry Larwig Rent Receipt
	1945-03(Mar)-02 Henry Larwig Off-Base Ration Permission
	1945-06(Jun)-29 Henry Larwig Instrument Training Certificate
	1945-07(Jul)-25 Henry Larwig Personal Affairs Stmt
	1945-09(Sep)-02 Henry Larwig Chaplain Letter of Recommendati
	1945-09(Sep)-02 Worship Bulletin Chanute Field, Ill
	1945-09(Sep)-24 Henry Larwig Transfer to Separation Center
	1945-09(Sep)-25 Henry Larwig Rations Ticket
	1945-09(Sep)-29 Henry Larwig Honorable Discharge papers
	1945-09(Sep)-xx Henry Larwig Zion Lutheran Church Recognitio
	1945-11(Nov)-03 Henry Larwig Dept of Labor letter
	1989-08(Aug)-24 Richard Knight letter to Hank
	1992-08(Aug)-04 Richard Knight letter to Lil
	1992-08(Aug)-04 Russell Strong postcard of thanks front & ba
	1993-02(Feb)-15 Pam Austin letter to Lillian
	1995-03(Mar)-14 Lillian Larwig letter to historian Troy Land
	1997-10(Oct)-01 Bill VanOsdol B-17 Houston to Alaska
	2002-05(May)-27 Weary Bones pilot Walter Keilt interview
	2007-02(Feb)-19 Chuck Fix, son of Rene, email to Larwig
	2007-12(Dec)-31 Vernon Williams email to Lillian Larwig
	2009-02(Feb)-09 Weary Bones Saga - Lillian Larwig letter to 
	2009-02(Feb)-14 Weary Bones Saga - Pam Austin letter to  (1)
	2009-02(Feb)-14 Weary Bones Saga - Pam Austin letter to Lill
	2009-06(Jun)-26 Pam Austin letter to Lillian original
	2009-06(Jun)-26 Pam Austin letter to Lillian transcribed
	2009-07(Jul)-11 Lillian Larwig letter to Pam Austin
	2009-11(Nov)-01 Pam Austin letter to Lil original
	2009-11(Nov)-01 Pam Austin letter to Lil transcribed
	2009-11(Nov)-12 Lillian Larwig - Weary Bones crew member's h
	2009-11(Nov)-19 Pam Austin sympathy card to Lillian front & 
	Air Pressure to Altitude Chart
	ca 1943 Hank love letter of song titles to Lill
	ca 1943 Lill Intemann Christman card from Walter Trimert
	ca 1944 Map Central England Thurleigh is just above Bedford
	ca 1944 Prayer Hymn for Those in Active Service
	ca 1944 Story 'B-17's  - Like Mated Dragonflies' email
	ca 1945 Henry Larwig Meritorious Service Certificate
	ca 1993 Lillian Larwig letter to 306th BGA
	no date Lil note to Keilt & Fix note of Smitty death
	no yr-05(May)-xx Shelby Tanner Navigator death notice postca

